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Tux defñgn of ds finall publi- 
cation is to preſent the reader with 
a comprehenſive hiſtory of Religion 
from the creation of the world to 
the fourth century after our bleſſed 
Saviour : a ſubject which at no 
time can be ſuppoſed to ſtand in 
need of an apology for introducing 

do the public, even in ſo conciſe a 
method, as that wherein the follow- 
ing is laid before them. 


In reſpect 10 the performance 
itſelf, it is ſufficient to inform thoſe 
who candidly peruſe it, that the 


„ Fine 
| materials have been collected for 
the moſt part from other writers; 


and thrown together into their 


preſent form originally for-no other 
purpoſe © whatever, but that of 
convenience and inſtruction, for 
_the younger ks of a . | 
W FM 190933914 61.44 004177 
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P or hes "tha $4 it appears 
likely to be uſeful in other caſes, 
where the inſtruction of young 

perſons is intended, and the prin- 
eiples of ſous: information are 
to be EATS. n e 


LY 


ue probable, 1 that 
do various deſcriptions of religious 
readers ſuch a connected view of 
the ſubject will not be eſteemed 
unacceptable: ſeeing that it is 


PREFACE, 
neither ſo prolix, as to be capable of 
fatiguing even youthful minds, nor 
yet ſo- conciſe, as not to afford to 
others alſo a commodious plan and 
ſummary of that great ſyſtem of 
Divivs BENEVOLENCE, to which 
It is intended only as a compendious 
"Tn, 
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| RELIGIOUS. KNOWLEDGE. 


PART THE FIRST. 
1 SECTION $7 
Of GOD; 
AN 5 ; 
Of the CREATION. | 
_"—_ holy Scripture, which ſup- 
plies us with the materials of 
our religious knowledge, conducts 
us in its earlieſt principles to that 
Supreme Being, whoſe exiſtence is 
without beginning of days. It in- 


forms us that from everlaſting, from 
a duration which numbers have no 
9 ke 1 | 


ee 

powers to expreſs, and the mind of 
man no faculties to conceive, is Gop; 
that he is a Spirit; infinite in per- 
ſection, but incomprehenſible in his 
nature, We are moreover told, that 
in due order of time,—* in the be- 
- ginning,” as it is expreſſed, —he cre- 
| ated the heaven and the earth; by 
which is to be underſtood—all the 
World ; what we; ſee, and what we 


do not ſee: that he created it out of 


nothing; by his mere word and will; 
with no other motive in ſo doing, 
than his own glory, and the happineſs 
of his creatures. The holy ſcripture 
exprefsly ſays, that in ſix days this 
great work was accompliſhed, 

On the firſt day he made the light; 
on the ſecond he made the heaven—or 
that immenſe extent which ſurrounds 
the earth, and appears to us like an 
arch, to which we give the name of 


1 | 
Heaven ; on the third day, he ſeparated 
the heaven from the earth, and cauſed 
the earth to bring forth herbs, and 


| : trees, and plants; on the fourth day 


he made the ſun, the moon, and 
ſtars ;. on the fifth he made the fiſhes 
and the birds; on the ſixth he cauſed * 
the earth to produce all other animals ; 
and afterwards he made man ſeparately 
over the reſt of the creation: on the 
ſeventh day, having finiſhed his work, 
he reed; that is, he ceaſed to pro- 
duce any further inſtances of his 
almighty power in the way of crea- 
tion. When he made man, he formed 
his body out of the ſubſtance of the 


earth; he then in a diſtinguiſhing 


manner breathed into his noſtrils the 
breath of life; that is, he created a 
ſpiritual and immortal ſoul on purpoſe 


to be united to that material bod. 


It is this reaſonable ſoul which can in 


1 2 4 
un ung be conſidered us the image 


of God ; becauſe it is a ſpirit even as 


he is; capable like him of knowing, 
Willing, and determining; which the 
| 100-9114; ee 


un man N. 


e allo that ſhe might be-his 
companion; and he formed her of ons 
ef the man's ribs. God then inſtituted 
marriage ; for he bleſſed the man and 
tze woman, and bade them to increaſa 
and multiply, to people the world, 
and to have dominion over all the 
beaſts, the fiſhes, and birds ; and he 
gave them the fruits of the trees and 
all the 3 1 Aae 


ee. "oth 


| The firſt Were name h e 
and the firſt woman's name was Eve. 


„ 
God placed them in Paradiſe, which 
was a delightful garden, planted with 
all forts of beautiful trees, and watered 
with four rivers. They were naked, 
and yet not ' aſhamed of being ſo; 
becauſe they neither ſaw, nor were 
conſcious of, any thing in themſelves 
that was not the work and wilbof God, 
and. conſequentiy very good: They 
wanted nothing, and were liable to no 
ſubject to no diſeaſes, and were ſo 
. framed as that they ſhould never die, 
provided they abſtained from eating of 
the fruit of a ſingle» tree which God: 
forbade them. This. was the only 
proof that he thought proper to re- 
quire from them of obedience,. and 
gratitude under theſe bleſſings: and to 
fit them, as we may preſume, for in- 
finitely greater in another ſtate, were 
theſe conditions of trial impoſed upon 


B 2 


SECTION IL 


Of SIN. | 


Gov had aforetime alſo * 
certain other beings, without groſs 
bodies, ſuch as ours are, and of an 
order far ſuperior to that of man. 
Theſe are in ſcripture called Spirits, 
from the refined conſtitution of their 
nature: at other times they are called 
Angels, or Meſſengers, of God ; from 
their miniſtration for his purpoſes in 
the divine ceconomy. Of theſe, ſome 
there were who continued not in that 
ſtate of grace and truth, in which he 
had created them; but rebelled againſt 

him. Theſe he did not pardon ; but 

caſt them out of heaven into darkneſs; 


| where they are eternally deprived of 


the ſight of God; and after the day 
of judgment he will throw them into 


15 1 
hell, 1 
fire. Theſe are they who make it their 
continual buſineſs to tempt and to 
ſeduce mankind. The name of Satan, 
or Enemy, is given to their chief, 
who is called alſo the Devil, the great 
Accuſer, as the Greek word Diabolos 
expreſſes, —T hat theſe firſt formed in- 
telligent beings were created upright, 
we have the aſſurance of holy writ; 
and from the fall of ſome among them 
we are convinced they were created 
alſo free agents, and capable of fin. 
Why they ſhould be permitted thus 
to fall, and why, when fallen, they 
ſhould be yet further permitted to 
tempt other creatures to involve them- 
ſelves in a ſimilar fate, are circum- 
ſtances which are left among the ſecret 
things of God, and it is in vain for 
us to enquire into them. 


One of theſe evil ſpirits however, 
envious of the happineſs which Adam 


1 
and Ve enjoyed in the earthly Paradiſe, 
took on him the body of a ſerpent, 
came to Eve, and ſaid to her: What, 
er has not God allowed you to eat of 
ce the fruit of all the trees of this 
* garden? He has allowed them 
all to us, ſaid the woman, * except 


<. the fruit of the tree which is in the 


* middle of the garden, which he has 
© forbidden us to touch under pain of 
© death,” * Fou ſhall not die,” ſaid 
the ſerpent, © but God knows, that 


c as ſoon as you ſhall' have eaten of 


ce jt, your eyes will be opened, and 
© you will be like him, knowing good 
ce and evil.“ The woman thus ſe- 
duced by the ſerpent, and allured by 
the deſire of being wiſe, and by the 


beauty of che tree and fruit, took of 
it, eat, and gave to her huſband, who 


eat of it too, as ſne had done. Their 
eyes were immediately opened, and 


ckey were aſhamed of their nakedneſs; 


1 

for they were then ſenſible of a rebel- 
lion in their own bodies, which were 
no longer ſubject to their minds as 
they had been before. They made 
aprons of fig-leaves to. cover them- 
ſelves withal: afterwards, hearing the. | 
them under a ſenſible form, they con- 
cealed themſelves ; and as they found 
deavoured to make excuſe, and laid 
the blame elſewhere; the man upon 
ſerpent. 38? ARE. 


is, che Devil who had made uſe. of 
him to deceive the woman; and de- 
clared, that he would put an eternal! 
enmity between them; and that from 
the woman ſhould hereafter ariſe One 
who ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head; 
that is, the Saviour of the warld, who 


1 22x43 


. 
ſhould one day come to deſtroy the 
power of the Devil, and be born of a 
woman without the concurrence of 
man. God made this promiſe at 
that time, to conſole Adam in his 
miſery. In the mean while he con- 
+ demned the woman to bring forth 
. children with pain, and to be ſubject 
to her huſband; and he condemned 
the man to till the ground, to eat his 
bread with the ſweat of his face, and 
to labour all his life, till he ſhould re- 
turn again to the earth, from whence 
he had been taken. Aſterwards he 
drove them out of Paradiſe, and ſet 
an: Angel, armed with a flaming 
n to guard the entrance into it. | | 


LE 


F ANI by: his tin deprived er 
the original holineſs and righteouſneſs; 
in which he had been created: he be- 
came ſubject to the anger of God, and 


1 19 ! 

whom he had ſurrendered himſelf. 
He loſt all that perfection of body 
and ſoul, which he was before poſ- 
ſeſſed of; he was expoſed to the in- 
clemencies of the ſeaſons, to fierce 
and venomous animals, to hunger, 
poverty, diſeaſe, and death. He fell 
into ignorance; he became ſubject to 
evil deſires; and to ſuch a love of him- 
lf, ſuch ſelfwillingneſs, and pride, 
as turned him aſide from God; de- 
livered him up to the purſuit of ſen- 
ſual pleaſures, and to the worſt of 
| paſſions, anger, envy, fear, and ſor- 
row, and made him capable of com- 
mitting all ſorts of evil, but incapable 
of doing any thing that might be 
pronounced effectual good, and pro- 
fitable to his ſalvation: ſo that he had 
nothing in ſtrict juſtice to lock for- 
ward to, but the ſevere. conſequences 
of God's diſpleaſure ;. which, it naught 
be feared, contained under it not 


his offence; and his wife having 
offended as well as he, their children 
alſo were born to them in a ſtate of 
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merely a privation of animal life here, 
called temporal death; but the priva- 


tion alſo of the enjoyments of eternal 


life hereafter, red en 
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EI SECTION II. 


+ of the CORRUP TION of MANKIND, 


2 and the FLOOD. 
ene — rl her 


corruption, and under circumſtances 
of infirmity and degradation; ſubject 


to the ſame miſeries with their parents, 


and loaded in like manner with that 
fin, which they had derived from 
their origin. This likewiſe became 


10 1 

tranſmitted to, and entailed on, their 
poſterity. And all men even now 
come into the world partakers of this 
original taint, betokening the ſource 
from whence they ſpring ; their fleſh 
tuſting againſt the ſpirit, and their 
ſpirit againſt the fleſh; averſe from 
God, indiſpoſed to good, and, as far 
as their own merits only are concerned, 
without the means of mediation or 
interceſſion in the ſight of heaven. 


Adam and Eve's firſt children were 
Cain and Abel. Cain killed his brother 
from mere envy. God charged him 
with his crime, telling him that his 
_ brother's blood cried out for ven- 
geance againſt him; ſo that he deſerved 
to die: but God forbade him to be 
killed, and ſet a mark upon him, to 
the end that his guilt might be con- 
ſpicuous to all men, and that murders 
might not be multiplied. The de- 
| c 
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merely a privation of animal life here, 
called temporal death; but the priva- 
tion alſo of the enjoyments of eternal 
life hereafter, which is called na _—_ 
or eternal dtn. e 
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Of the CORRUP TION of MANKIND, 
and of the FLOOD. 


ADAM had no children till after 
his offence; and his wife having 
offended as well as he, their children 
alſo were born to them in a ſtate of 
corruption, and under circumſtances 
of infirmity and degradation; ſubject 
to the ſame miſeries with their parents, 
and loaded in like manner with that 
fin, which they had derived from 
their origin. This likewiſe became 


1 

tranſmitted to, and entailed on, their 
poſterity. And all men even now 
come into the world partakers of this 
original taint, betokening the ſource 
from whence they ſpring ; their fleſh 
luſting againſt the ſpirit, and their 
ſpirit againſt- the fleſh; averſe from 
God, indiſpoſed to good, and, as far 
as their own merits only are concerned, 
without the means of "mediation or 
- interceſſion in the ſight of heaven. 


Adam and Eve's firſt children were 
Cain and Abel. Cain killed his brother 
from mere envy. God charged him 
with his crime, telling him that his 

brother's blood cried out for ven- 
geance againſt him; ſo that he deſerved 
to die: but God forbade him to be 
killed, and ſet a mark upon him, to 
the end that his guilt: might be con- 
ſpicuous to all men, and that murders 
might not be multiplied. The de- 

6 Cc 
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ſcendants of Cain were wicked ; but 
Adam had another ſon named Seth, 
whoſe children practiſed piety, and 
preſerved the knowledge of God. In 
proceſs of time, however, this race 
made | alliances with the other by 
criminal intermarriages, 'and became 
corrupt too: ſo that all men were 
unrighteous, and had filled the earth 
with violence; and their wickedneſs 
was ſo great that God reſolved to 
deſtroy them; as if it had repented 
him that he had made them. 


' | Noah, however, a deſcendant from 
_  $eth, found favour in his ſight. God 
gave him notice of the deſign which 
he had formed, to cleanſe all the earth. 
by an univerſal deluge, and he com- 
manded him to build an Ark, that is, 
a ſquare cloſe veſſel, large enough to 
contain two of every kind of beaſts and 
birds, and proviſions for a whole year. 


9 


1 

Whilſt Naab was preparing the ark, 
which was above an hundred years, 
he exhorted men to repentance, and 
threatened them with the flood: but 
they would not believe him. The time 
being come, God commanded Noab 
to go into the aik, with his wife, his 
three ſons, and their wives, and all ſorts 
of birds and beaſts: he then opened 
the windows of heaven, and cauſed a 
dreadful rain to fall upon the earth for 
forty days and forty nights continually; 
he alſo made the fountains of the great 
deep to overflow, ſo that the earth was 
drowned, and the waters roſe much 
higher than the higheſt parts of it. 
Thus was it, that mankind in general, 
and all the living creatures upon the 
earth were drowned ; there were none 
dee het pats . i 
ſouls in all 2] 


SECTION 1v. 
Of the Law of NATURE, as diflinguiſied ; 
um the WRITTEN LAW, and RE- 

FELATION. | | | 


. Aan by God's onder went out 
of the ark a year after he had entered 
into it; and when he went out, he 
offered a ſacrifice to him, in acknow- 
ledgment for his having ſo graciouſly, 
. preſerved him, God was pleaſed with 
Noah's ſacrifice, and promiſed him 
that he would never ſend a flood again 
upon the earth; and that the ſeaſons 
ſhould for the future obſerve their uſual 
courſes; making the rainbow a pledge 
_ of this aſſurance. He bleſſed him 
and his ſons, giving them power to 
multiply, and to have all animals 
under their ſubjection. He even per- 


25 1 
mitted them to kill living creatures 
for their food, but he forbade them 
to eat fleſh with the blood: thereof; 
and he expreſsly prohibited the killing 
of men: «© Whoever, ſaid he, ſhall 
« ſhed man's blood, his blood by man 
« alſo ſhall be ſhed.” The three ſons 
of Noah were Japbet the elder, Shem, 
20 10 . . 1 


Dot © nature of man . 
much weaker aſter the flood. Iaſtead 
of * mens living near a thouſand years, 
their age was reduced by degrees to 
an hundred or two hundred years; and 
again. It was neceſſary to divide 
goods and lands, becauſe they could 
not agree to enjoy them quietly 
together; from thence came robberies, 
wars, flaveries, Every one regarded 
moſt his pleaſure ; cating, drinking, 
and ſatisfying all his defires, wichout 

c 2 


ſhould honour, and, in all reaſonable: 
and juſt matters, obey their fathers and 
- mothers; that they ſhould obſerve the 


(1. 0; | 


rule, or guide, or meaſure; which that 
they might do the more freely, they 
ſet at nought the authority of parents 
and elders, and even ſubjected to them - 
ſelves their brethren and equals, either 
by force or artifice. Inſtead of 
honouring the true God, they wor- 
ſhipped. creatures, either the moſt 
powerful men, or. the ſtars, or other 

viſible things. Thus began Idolatry. 
In all this they acted: contrary to their 


own conſcience and to the light of 


reaſon, which informs all men that 
nothing ſhould be the object of their 
worſhip, but their Creator; that theß 


inſtitution of marriage; that they 
ſhould not hurt each other, either in 


| Perſon, property, or reputation; that 
they ſhould always ſpeak the truth, 
n moderate their! deſires. Renſan 


23 


1 27 | 
dictates all this to thoſe perſons who 
will hearken to it: and this is called 
by Saint- Paul, the Law of Nature. 
There were always ſome holy perſons 
who obſerved it, as Fob, Melchizedech, 
and others mentioned in ſcripture ; 
beſides thoſe of whom we have no 
particular accounts. Job was a very 
rich and virtuous perſon, but God 
permitted the Devil to take from him 
all his poſſeſſions, his children, and his 
health; and reduced him to the loweft 
ſtate of miſery ; that he might be a 
ſhining example of ſubmiſſion to God's 
will in all holy Patience, to ſucceeding 1 
nn. 
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SECTION v. 

Of the Patriarch ABRAHAM. © 
As the world grew ftill more and 
more corrupt, true religion, that is, 


the knowledge of God and a regard to 


the law of nature, the law of reaſon 
and conſcience, was to be found only 
of the poſterity of Shew, and of the 
branch of Heber, But Idolatry gained 


ground even in this family; wherefore 


God choſe out of it a man, with 
whom he entered into a particular 
covenant, in order that he might 
thereby preſerve on earth the know- 
ledge of truth and virtue, This 
perſon ſo highly diſtinguiſhed was 
—— 


* 
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God commanded him to leave his 
parents and the place of his abode, 
to paſs the river Euphrates, and come 
into the land of Canaan; and he 
promiſed that a great people -ſhould 
come out of him, whoſe multitude 
ſhould be as the ſtars of heaven, and 
as the ſand of the ſea-ſhore for num- 
ber: „ and in thy race,” ſaid he, 
e ſhall all the nations of the earth be 
e bleſſed :” which ſignified, that of 
his poſterity ſhould be born the 
Saviour of the world, that ſon of the 
woman who ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's 
head. Abraham believed the promiſes 
of God, and obeyed his orders; and 
God on his part accounted to him his 
Faith (that is, his holy reliance on the 
divine aſſurances), for righteouſneſs ; 
protected him on all occaſions; poured 
down his bleſſings upon him, and 
made a folemn covenant with him, 
and ſeveral times renewed to him his 


1 1 


promiſe, that from him ſhould ariſe 
a people; who ſhould poſſeſs the land 
. of Canaan; and that through him and 

his poſterity. ſhould all the nations of 
the earth be bleſſed, God appointed 
him the ordinance of cireumciſion as 
a mark or token of his covenant; 
becauſe it was confined to his blood 
and generation: for which cauſe it 
was afterwards renewed, and taken 
into the body of che enn, con- 
ſſtitutions. | 


| At length after Abrabam's faith had 
been exerciſed for ſome time, when he 
was now an hundred years old, and 
his wife Sarah was alſo paſt the cuſ- 
tomary age of bearing children, as well 
as naturally barren, God gave him a ſon, 
whom he named Jſaac, and in whom 
_ God declared he would fulfil his 
promiſes, and not in Jhmae!, whom 
Abraham had had before by another 
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woman. When J/aac was grown up, 
God, to make a farther trial of 
Abraham's faith, commanded him to 
ſacrifice this dear ſon to him. He 
obeyed without reply; and his arm 
was now ſtretched out to kill his child, 
when an angel prevented him by God's 
order, declaring that he was ſatisfied 
with his obedience, and renewed to 


him all his promiſes, 


In AMrabam's time lived Melchi- 
zedech, king of Salem, of whoſe father 
or family we have no account; but 
only that he was prieſt of the moſt high 
God; and that as Abrabam was re- 
turning one day victorious from a war 
in which he had defeated four kings, 
this extraordinary perſon came to meet 
him; to whom Abraham gave the 
tithe or tenth part of all that he had 
obtained: and Melchizedech on his 
ſide blefled Abraham, and offered bread 


L* 7 
and wine for him. This Melchizedech 
was a type or figure of the Saviour of 
the world, who was to be greater than 
Abraham, * he was abet 
from im. LOS | 
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8 ECTION vi. 


1 
Of the ther PA TRIARCHS. 


T5446 iminted bis father's faith 
and virtue, and God renewed the 
ſame promiſes to him alſo. He had 
two twin- ſons Eſau and Jacob, the laſt 
of whom God choſe. with peculiar 
affect ion, in preference to E/au, who 
was wicked and impious. Jacob on 
the contrary was faithful to God, and 
virtuous, meek; and patient. His 
father [aac gave him his bleſſing, to 
which the promiſes of God were 


* , 


E 

annexed}, he would have given it to 
Eſau, but Jacob made; uſe of a piece 
of artifice, that he Might get it him- 
_ ſelf : and Aua, though he had been 
taken by ſurpriſe, yet confirmed the 
bleſſing, after he | had. diſcovered. his 
miſtake, perceiving that ſuch was the 
purpoſe of the Almighty. | 
2 id bas rm 1% 12 KI 5 
rab having received this "lr 
tion, which was of ſo great importance, 
married and had twelve ſons, who 
are particularly called the twelve pa- 
triarchs3 namely Reuben, Simcon, Lavi, 
Judab, Nachbar, Zebulun, Dan, Naph- 
tali. Gad, Aber, Foſeph, and Benjamin. 
We alſo give the title of patriarchs 
to all the ancient fathers and holy men 
of tlie! earlieſt ages; ſuch as Adam, 
Abel, Seth, Enoch, Noab, Sbem, and 
ſame aſſurances, which he had made 
n 10 ln irn 


to procure 
wi proviſions ; and Joſeph, 
having kept them in ſuſpenſe, 


= mw at length diſcovered 
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_— him to ſame 

where God 2 
preſerved him, and , 

by. an 


| 
raiſed - him ee 
the king's 


favou govern» 
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and 
filled-'them | with | uncaſineſs, 
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perſons. | The land of Geſban was tha 
diſtrict allotted to them, ſuppoſed by 
the moſt learned to be within the Delia 
of the Nie, ad forming th apex of i. 


When Jatob died, he gave a bleſſing 
to all his children; and foretold to 
were to happen to their poſtericy; He 
ſaid to Judab, that he ſhould have 
the government ſliould continue in his 
race, till chat great perſonage ſhould. 
atiſe, who was to be ſent, and who 
of the nations; that is, the Saviour of 
the Mid. And then it began to be 
ou ſtrom the "Rock of Araban 

through Jace and Jud, nnn 
err K 
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7 * SLAVERY in E EGYPT, 


| e 
——— had made to Abraham, . 
peart; wor neither he, dor the other 
knee 1 land in the 
ils nates and pilgrims in tents 
id ti Bernäeles. And "though their 
euerem were not t9/Eonrinidein Dgpr, 
ele there abbve two hundred 
years. "Thus did God exerciſe their 
fach {ard thus did they themſelves 
thei wat ey UGeſned And expectecha 
better Inkeritanoe \ than dus earth, 
which fo powerfullyſtfjkes our ſenſes 
The children of J#ae! during their 

ſtay in Egypt multiplied, as God had 


„ -, 176 
_promiled Abrabam, ſo exceedingly, 
that the king of Egyp# began to be 
jealous of their power; and 
in otder to prevent their undertaking 
«ny thing againſt his government, he 
.eſobicd to keep them in à Rate of 
depteſſion with hard labour. He 
ardered abera to make brick, and to 
works: hecmployed chem as labourers 
in great bundings, and impoſed taſk- 
their lives hy their ſeverity, and uſed 
them oruelly. Ade even commanded 
Mcheir male inſants to he deflroyed, 
und caunſerl a great number af them 
40 he caſt into the river Nile, Under 
allthis niiory they had recoutſe to 


do their complains, and vouchſaſod 
0 afſiſt them, in cmembimnce of the 
covenant which he had made wich 
Abraham, with Jaac, and with Jacob. 

': Wi 


and therefore, 


God, their, ptotattor, mwho-hewrkened == 


| +1484 
In the mean time, in order to deliver 
the raeliler, God made uſe of Moſes, 
a great perſon of the tribe of Levi, 
who had been brought up in Eg yp: 
by the care of the king's daughter, 
and inſtructed in all ſorts of ſciences. 
He afterwards retired into Arabia De- 
ferta,” There God appeared to him 
upon mount Hereb' in a'buſb, which 
diürned with fire without conſuming. 
And to make himſelf more known than 
he had hitherto been, he faid to him, 
Tam HE that IS: becauſe in reality 
chere is none buvGodiwho IS, properly 
ſpeaking; all creatures having only 
a" derived exiſtence, and holding it 
from him alone. \ Moſes did what he. 
could to be excufed from this impor- 
people: but God had ſo determined, 

and he ſent him back into Egypt wick 


"SECTION vas.” y:4þ 
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"Of the PASSOVER. 


Mozszs ee ey hen ben 
ther Aaron came to Pbaraob, which 
was the name of the kings of Eg ypt, 
and commanded him from God to let 

his people go. Pbaraob refuſed to do 
ſo, with diſdain; and Moſes performed 


many ſignal miracles in ordet to com- 
pel him. In the firſt Place he firuck 


the water of the rivers with his rod, 
and it became blood. Hie cauſed an 
innumerable multitude of frogs to 

come up over all the country, and 
even into the palace of the king, who 
promiſed then to let the '/Faclites de- 
part; but as ſoon a3 Moſes had removed 
the frogs, he broke his promiſe, 
Moſes therefore brought up at different, 


„ ( 


4 1 
Now lice, . flies, locuſts, and other 
inſects, which were very troubleſome 
to the Egyptians; at each ſuffering, 
Pharaoh, to be delivered from it, pro- 
miſed to obey ; but he kept not his 


Wicke darkneſß far ther days together, 
Aut all this had n effect ; for Pha- 
aua Gill continued. inflexible amid 
ah gong! and, as he had 
his. gyn heart fuſt, 10 as to 
d all chat had ben done b 


e Ae more 
fignally, by all beſe miracles, | the 
nia 4 FT ſs Ggds Ip 
ee ce xalaly.t 


# $3439 4: . 


Lal 
At length, when Gad was ceſalved 
to ſer, free hir people, he commanded 
them to take a.lambifor every famaly 
upon a certain day, to; ſacriſioe ,fhy 
towards eveniug, 19.roalk and gat. it 
in the night, after having marked the 
door of every houſe. with, its, blood, 
He ordered that this ſupper and facrie 
ice ſnould be named the Paſſover 
that is zbe 'Paſſing over z and that the 
Maaliten ſhould repeat it every years 
in memory of their deliverance. The 
fame night; that they celebrated the 
Paſſover, God ſent an angel who ſlew 
all the firſtborn of the Eg yptiens, from 
the ſon of Pharaoh to the ſon, of the 
meaneſt ſlave. But the angel paſſed 
over, and did not touch, the houſes 
marked with the blood of the lamb, 
Unger all this was a myſterious 

meaning, The lamb was intended to 
repreſent our Saviour, who was one 
day to be facrificed and lain for the 


101 


eden ef men, whoſe blood was 


to fave" ot o whom fe ſhould be 
particularly applied, and whoſe ſacri- 
ficed body and blood 'was to be re- 
_ ceived by the faichful in the ſacrament 
ol the Loed's ſupper. This laſt plague 
_ of the death of che firſt-born fo ter- 
_ rified he Egyptians, that at that very 
_ Inſtance, without waiting till it v day, 
6 


eee eee as an ur- 
knowledgment for the labour of 'ſo/ 
many thouſand people as had been fo 
long employed by them, and as inatter 
| ef juſt repriſal for all their ſufferings; 
under a warrant granted by the Lord 
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Fgrent ſpace in the middle, through 
which cke Hrualinef paſſed dry - ſooted. 
The Egyptians followed them; but 
God cauſed the ſea to cloſe again, 


which drowned them all, together with 
Pharach. Thus did God' bring his 


; : people out of £8228 with authority, 


and witK a mighty arm ; that is, by 
a ſignal diſplay of his omnipotence ; 
thereby ſhemiggythet, he Eds 
of all his creatures, and that he ſeve 

. 
and wicked oppoſe him. 
Sow; m . z 1c 54 nud 
While dhe nnaliies were upon their 
Jauriey, Gum in a particular mannet 
| —— | 
4 great wikderde6, in rn 
wil of their fdelity, to-Enerciſe;their 

patience, and ta tonvinte them by the 
eleareſt and moſt decided evidences, 


[4] 
tinually in the day time by a cloud, 
which in the night was changed into a 
fire to light them. For food, God 
gave them manna ;—a kind of dew, 
which every morning fell from heaven 
in abundance, and ſoon thickened ; fo 
that they made bread of it, of a very 
pleaſing flavour, of which every one 
received juſt ſyfficient for his daily 
' ſuſtenance, He twice gave them a 
great number of quails;—a ſpecies 
of bird ſo called. When they were 
in want of water, - Moſes produced 
ſome from a rock byſtriking it with his 
rod. Their clothes did not wear out 
for forty years together; — for ſo long 
were they upon this journey. In ſhort, 
God led them, and preſided over them 
with the moſt parental tenderneſs and 
affection. And yet they were ſo un- 
grateful that they often murmured 
againſt him: their affections were ſtill 
E 


[4] 

- ſet upon Egypt, and the groſs meats 
which they had eaten there; they 

wanted to return thither ; and were 

many times ſo enraged againſt Mees, 

that they entertained N of 

— 
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SECTION x. 


Of the TEN COMMANDMENTS. 


In the beginning of their journey, 
and in the third month after their de- 
parture from Egypt, the Iſraelites 
arrived at mount Sinai, where God 
made them ſtay a while in order that 


be might deliver his law unto them. 


Moſes commanded them to waſh and 

purify themſelves, and forbade them 
to come near the mountain. The 
day being come, which was the fiftieth 
after the Paſſover, they ſaw the top of 


1 
the mountain all on fire, and covered 
with a thick cloud, from whence came 
lightnings and frightful chunderings. 
They heard alſo the ſound of trumpets 
and a great noiſe, but they ſaw no one. 
Then a terrible voice coming out 
of the cloud pronounced theſe words: 
« I am the Lord thy God, who 
« brought thee out of the land of 
« Egypt, out of the houſe of bondage. 
. . Thou ſhalt have none other 
Gods but me. 3. Thou ſhalt not 
make unto. thee any idol, nor the 
1 likeneſs of any thing that is in 
« heaven above, or in the earth be- 
« neath, or in the water under the 
« earth, Thou ſhalt not bow down 
to them, nor worſhip them: for 1 
e the Lord thy God am a jealous God, 
« viſiting the iniquity. of the fathers 
« upon the children, unto the third 
& and fourth generation of them that 


et in it thou ſhalt do no work, neither 


5 thy man- ſervant, nor thy maid- 
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+ « thouſands of them that love me and 


« keep my commandments. 3. Thou 
« ſhalt not take the name of the Lord 


thy God in vain, for the Lord will 
. not hold him guiltleſs that taketh 
e his name in vain. 4. Remember 
< the ſabbath-day to keep it holy. 
Six days ſhalt thou labour, and do 
* all thy work; but the ſeventh day is 


te the ſabbath of the Lord thy God: 


* thou, nor thy ſon, nor thy daughter, 


* ſeryant, nor thy | cattle, nor the 


« ſtranger- that i is within thy gates: 
« for in fix days the Lord made hea- 


1 ven and earth, the ſea and all that 
« in them is, and reſted the ſeventh 


« day: wherefore the Lord bleſſed 
ee the ſeventh day, and hallowed it. 
« 5, Honour thy father and thy mo- 
ee ther, that thy days may be long i in 
te the land which the Lord thy God 


( 49 J 

& giveth thee. 6. Thou ſhalt not 
« kill, 7. Thou ſhalt not commit 
tc adultery. 8. Thou ſhalt not ſteal, 
« g. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs 
« againſt thy neighbour. 10. Thou 
* ſhaltnotcovetthy neighbour's houſe, 
thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's 
« yife, nor his man-ſervant, nor his 
«© maid-ſervant, nor his ox, nor his 
_  afs, nor any thing that is thy neigh- 
« bour's, God pronounced theſe 
ple; and moreover wrote them upon 
two tables of ſtone, and gave them to 
Moſes, who was upon the mountain 
in the cloud. Theſe commandments 
were indeed not new; they belonged 
all, except the fourth, to the law of 
nature, God was pleaſed however to 
renew them at that time, and put them 
in writing, becauſe the ignorance and 
wickedneſs of men had well-nigh 
cffaced them. FR 
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SECTION XL 
Of GOD's COVENANT with the 
JISRAELITES; and the WRITTEN 
LAW. 


Gop gave Moſes many other very 
falutary laws, whereby to regulate 
their temporal affairs, determine dif- 
ſerences, and puniſh crimes, He 
added to them ſeveral precepts relating 
to morality, and ſome ceremonies 
concerning the manner of religious 
worſhip. Beſides the ſabbath, he or- 
dained three great feſtivals, at which 
all the Maelites were required to pre- 
ſent themſelves before him: the Paſ- 
over, when they were to facrifice a 
lamb, and eat unleavened bread in 
commemoration of their coming out 
of Egypt; Pentecoſt, that is, the fiſtieth 
day after the Paſſover, which was 


„ 
the day on which they had received 
the Law, and upon which they were 
to offer their firſt- fruits; the third 
feaſt was the feaſt of Tabernacles, in 
commemoration of their journeying 
through the wilderneſs. Moſes having 


committed all theſe laws to writing by 


God's order, read them to the people, 
together with the promiſes which God 
had given to put them in poſſeſſion 
of the land of Canaan, and to pour 
down bleſſings on them, if they would 
obey and follow his commands. This 
the people promiſed to perform ; and 
Moſes took of the blood of the vic- 
tims, which he had ſacrificed, and 
ſprinkled them with it, ſaying, © this 
e is the blood of the covenant, which 
„ God has made with you.” Thus 
was the covenant folemnly confirmed 
and renewed which God had made 
with Abrabam; the figure of a more 

perfe& covenant ; in reſpe& to which, 


| 
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the blood of theſe ſacrifices aptly re- 


preſinas har of our biataa Savivur 


Mofes aſcended afterwards into the 
mount again, where he continued forty 
days, having intercourſe with God; 


and there received orders and directions 
for che making of the ark of the 


covenant, and the tabernacle. This 


ark was a cheſt of very fine wood, 


covered within and without with gold, 
were kept in it. The tabermicte was 
a magnificent tent, in which the ark 
Was placed, together with a golden 
candleſtick of ſeven branches, a table 
for che ſhew-bread, and a little altar 
whereon to offer incenſe ; the table 


Before the door ef the tabernack 


ſrood the altar for the ſacrifices, which 


— aum and his 
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ſons. For Moſes received orders from 
God to get particular habits and fine 
ornaments made for them, and to 
conſecrate them, Prieſts ; commanding 


that this office ſhould be confined to 


Aaron's family. All the reſt of the 
tribe of Levi was conſecrated to God, 
to aſſiſt: the Prieſts in their offices, 
The tabernacle was a kind of build- 
ing, in form of a tent, ſerving as a 
portable temple, to be the token of 
God's covenant, and a teſtimony. of his 
preſence in the midſt of his people, 
during all this journey, 


| "SECTION xl. 
07 the REBEL LIONS of the PEOPLE 
i the WILDERNESS. 


Waller Mow ws upon the 


ns diſpleaſt& at not remg him again, 
made a golden calf, worſhipped it, 
and offered facrifices to it, notwith- 
ſtanding the promiſes which they bad 
Juſt made. God threatened to deſtroy 
them ; but Moſes. was permitted to 
- appeaſe him; and when he was come 
down, he broke the idol in pieces, and 
put to death ſome thouſands of theſe 
idolaters. - Afterwards he went up into 
the mountain again, continued there 
| _ forty days longer, and then. came 
. down with the two tables of the law, 


| 1 

having his face ſo bright and ſhining 
with light, that he was obliged to 
cover it with a veil, when he ſpake to 
the Jaclites. Then God in order 
more effectually to exerciſe the faith 
of this obſtinate and rebellious people, 
burthened them with many difficult 
precepts, _ He permitted them to 
ſacrifice only ſome certain kinds of 
animals, and with particular cere- 
monies. . He prohibited them ſeveral 
kinds of meats ; he commanded them 
to waſh and cleanſe themſelves upon 
many occaſions, and above all to 
avoid all correſpondence with the un- 
believing nations, particularly the 
Canaanites ; with whom he forbade 
them to have any intercourſe by mar- 
riage, or to make any kind of alliance. 
All theſe laws were however very 
uſeful in other reſpects alſo, to regu- 
late- their morals, to. preſerve their. 
health, and for various other important 
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reaſons. Moſes received them from 
God at different times during the courſe. 
of this journey. But in the mean while 
the people mutinied from time to time. 
As they were ready to enter into the 
promiſed land, upon a falſe report of 
thoſe whom Moſes had ſent to take a 
view of it, they were ſeized with 
terror, and would have ſtoned Moſes, 
and have made themſelves another 
leader in order to return to Egypr. 
God again deſigning to deſtroy them 
all, Moſes again interceded for them, 

and obtained mercy. However, God 
condemned them to remain in the 
wilderneſs till forty years were expired; 
and declared, that none but their 
children ſhould enter into the promiſed 
land; and that of thoſe who were 
come out of Egypt, they ſhould all die 
in the wilderneſs, except two only, 
Joſhua and Caleb, who had been faithful 
do him. There was alſo a great rebel- 


Ia 
lion raiſed by three of the chief perſons 
among the people, Corah, | Dathan, 
and Abiram: but God made ſevere 
examples of them, for Datban and 
Abiram ſunk into the earth, which 
opened under their feet, and ſwallowed 
them up alive with all their families; 
and Corah was deſtroyed by a mira- 
eulous fire, as he was attempting to 
offer incenſe like the prieſts ; and there 
were near fifteen thouſand rebels who 
periſhed upon this occaſion, Another 
time God, to puniſh their murmurings, 
ſent fiery ſerpents among them, which 
killed a great number of them ; but 
God was pleaſed by a divine appoint- 
ment to heal all thoſe who ſhould look 
upon a brazen ſerpent, which Moſes 
ſet up by his command. An eminent 
type this, of our bleſſed Saviour ; and 
-arepreſentation of the appointedefficacy 
of his ſuffering upon the croſs; to 
which if mankind look, and truſt in it, 
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they alſo ſhall be ſaved. —Laſtly, they 


' worſhip their idols; and for their 


e 


corrupted themſelves, and followed 
wicked ecourſes with the daughters of 
the Midianitgs, who ſeduced them to 


puniſhment a prodigious number of 
them were ſlain. Theſe were the 


returns which this ungrateful people | 


made to God for all his benefits; and 


thus impiouſly did they violate the 
covenant, which they had ſo often, and 


wich ſuch folemnity, laid themſelves 


5 an obligation to obſerve. 
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SECTION XI. 
Of the loft WORDS of MOSES. 
Moszs conducted the people as far 


as to the promiſed land; but he did 


not enter into it: he only ſaw it at a 
diſtance. Before he died; he gave the 
people good advice in feveral long 
- exhortations, and made them renew 
the covenant which they had agreed 
to, When they came out of Egypt. 
He repreſented to them, that God had 
taken them to be his beloved people, 
all of which belonged to him, as ſole 
proprietor, and creator; that he had 
made choice of them, not for their 
merits, but out of his pure goodneſs, 
and in conſideration of the promiſes 
which he had given their fathers; that 


* 
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he was now about to bring them into 
the land of Canaan, a land flowing 
with milk and honey,” fruitful and 
exceedingly abundant ; that he would 
cauſe them there to multiply, and 
| would protect them, and give them 
the advantage over all their enemies 
and that in return for all theſe benefits 
and bleſſings, he would require no- 
thing from them, but their obedience 


_ © and their whole love. 1 command 


ec thee this day to love the Lord thy 
ce God, with all thine heart and with 
« all thy ſoul, and with all thy 
< ſtrength, to walk in his ways, and 
«to keep his commandments, and his 
« ſtatutes, and his judgments, that thou 
e mayeſt live and multiply ;—and 
the Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee 
« in the land, which thou art going 
«© to poſſeſs.” To theſe exhortations 
* Moſes added fearful threats againſt the 
2 people, if they ſhould be unfaithful 
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towards God: —He denounced to 
them, by his command, barrenneſs, 
and famine, diſeaſes, wars, devaſ- 
tation, captivity, and the like ;—and 
that at laſt they ſhould be driven out 
of the promiſed land, and de diſperſed 
chroughout the world. He likewiſe 
| gave them a promiſe, of a much 
higher and more important nature. 
He foretold, that God would give 
thern after him, a prophet, from among 
their brethren, like unto him; be 
Saviour of the World; that he ſhould 
be a lawgiver like himſelf, and perform 
yet greater miracles than he had 
performed ; offering at the ſame time 
to mankind a new alliance, and a new 
covenant, more complete and perfect 
than the old one. He was to be born 
among the Ifraehtes, as it had been 
before revealed to Abraham and to 
Jacob; and was to deliver the com- 
mands of God to men, not attended 
F 2 
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with circumſtances of. terror, and 
ſpeaking to them from the top of a 
mountain in the midſt of flames and 
thunderings, but converſing familiarly 
among them with meekneis, mercy, 

and loving kindneſs.— To ſhew the 
difference between the two legiſlators, 
we may obſerve that Mos died 
without entering into the promiſed 
land; ſo alſo the law which he had 
given, brought nothing to perfection : 
the people were put into poſſeſſion by 
Foſoua, which is the ſame name with 
Jeſus, and ſignifies a Saviour. 


sECTION XIV, 
Of the SETTLEMENT of the PEOPLE 
in the PROMISED LAND. 


op worked other great miracles, 
in order to put the {frachites in 
poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan. The 
current of the river Jordan ſtopped 
its courſe to give them a paſſage, as 
the Red Sea before had done. The 
walls of the city of Jericho fell down 

at the ſound of trumpets. In a battle 
with the Canaanites, God deſtroyed 
their enemies by a tempeſt of fire, 
and hail-ſtones of a prodigious magni- 
tude. The ſun and moon ſtood ſtill 
at the prayer of Foſbua, to give him 
time to make a victory more complete. 

They defeateda great number of kings, 
and many nations more powerful than 
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themſelves, who inhabited this country, 
and whom God delivered up to them 
to execute his vengeance upon them: 
for theſe Canaaniter were abandoned 
to all forts of idolatry, and to the 
moſt abominable crimes. The 7 aelites 
deſtroyed the greateſt part of them, 
what advantage they choſe of their 
lbours. © They became the maſters 
aud peaceable poſſeſors of all the 
country, which” they divided into 
twelve parts for the twelve tribes. 
twelve patriarchis; the ſons of Jacob, 
'- who had ofdered when he was dying, 
_ that inſtead of Jy/eph, they ſhould 
reckon” his two ſons Ephraim and 
_ Manaſſeb as diſtin& tribes. Thus 
| there were thirteen tribes” in all; hut 
that of Levi had no land to their 
 ſeerated to God, and appointed to 


65 J 

perform the ſervice of the tabernacle : 
the other tribes were obliged to main- 
tain that, by the tithes of their fruits. 
| The tribe of Judah had the firſt and 
greateſt ſhare, and was always looked 
upon as that, which was to command 
the others, 


Thus God faithfully executed on 
his part the treaty, which he had made 
with the J#aelites, and punctually 
_ fulfilled all his ' promiſes. But they 
did quite the contrary, and were far 
from performing their engagement. 


For beſides havin 5 rebelled above ten 


times during the journey, when they 
were come into the land, they ſpared 
many of the old inhabitants, and made 
alliances and marriages among them; 
though God had expreſsly commanded 
them to put them all to the ſword, 
and to deſtroy all their idols. But 
inſtead of this, they worſhipped theſe 
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idols, and were guilty. of the ſame 


_ © abominations as the Canaanites com- 


mitted. Then they began to ſee God's 
threatenings put in execution. When- 
ever they forſook him, he delivered 
them up to their enemies, who kept 
them in ſervitude ; and whenever they 
returned to him, he raiſed up deliverers 
for them, who were for the moſt part 
thoſe that governed them, under the 
name of Judges, Thus all that Moſes. 
had predicted, from time to time, was 
exactly and punctually accompliſhed. 
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Win LE God, for eſpecial pur- 
poſes, took ſo much care of his choſen 
Ifratlites, he - permitted the other 
nations of the earth to go on in their 
own way; having indeed their reaſon 
to direct them, and being therefore able 
to do well, according to the meaſure 
and capacity of their human nature; 


burt ſtill under the influence of unrulyß 


paſſions and headſtrong inclinations. 
Mankind, at large, now minded 
little but their own groſs ſenſes, and 
directed their attention only to mate- 
rial objects. Senſible indeed they 
could not but be, that they had not 
formed'themſelves :—the beauty of the 
_ celeſtial bodies, the ſun, the moon 
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and frars; in thier, the whole drtler of 
created nature plainly pointed out to 
them, that there was ſome ſupremely 
intelligent Being, who was the author 
of them, and by whoſe preſiding 
governance they were directed. They 
had likewiſe received from their fathers 
ſome tradition of the creation of the 
| world; of the flood, and alſo of other 

ſignal puniſhments, which God had 
at ſundry times _ inflicted upon the 
wicked: nor were they totally without 
an apprehenſion of a future judgment, 
ol puniſhments and rewards in another 
lie. But as they beſtowed no attention 
upon their own fouls, nor any other 

ſpiritual being, they aſcribed bodily 
exiſtence to the Deity, and imagined. 
401 this to be whereſoever they obſeryed | . 


any extraordinary power: they filled 


all the world with Gods. Some they. 


placed in heaven, in the ſun, and in 


cee ſtars; ſome upon earth, and in tho 
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under the earth. Every people named 
them | after their own manner, and 
joined with them great kings, the 
inventors of uſeful arts, and other 
diſtinguiſhed perſons in every country: 
of whom they formed accordingly a 
variety of extravagant relations and 
conceptions. They repreſented their 
Gods to be, as it were, immortal men, 
gave them wives whom they named 
Goddeſſes, and children whom they 
called Gods or Demi-gods; and to 
them they attributed all the paſſions, 
infirmities, and vices of human nature. 
Nor were they contented with ima- 
gining ſuch beings at a diſtance, but 
they would have them viſible, and 
near at hand to them: they made 
ſtatues of wood, and ſtone, and braſs, 
or other materials? to which they gave 
the titles of their Gods, pretending 
that they really dwelt in them: they 
| „ G 
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addreſſed their prayers and adorations 
to theſe idols. They built temples 


uud ſet up altars to them, offered 


feaſts in honour of them. Such were 


the means whereby the Devi impoſed 


upon mankind to obtain worſhip to 
ſeduce them to commit all forts of 


x crimes, under the appearance and 


pretence of true religion, They 
honoured Bacchus by drinking wine 
proſtituted themſelves publickly, in 
| honour. of Venus; in others, fathers 
| facrificed and burned their children,. 
to appeaſe the infernal gods. Jupiter 
was worſhipped by them as thegreateſt 
of their deities ; Juno was held to be 
his wife; in Egypt they worſhipped 
It under the figure of a woman with 
a. cow's. head, and other ſuch-like 
monſters.” There were alſo thouſands | 
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oſ impoſtors, who pretended to be the 
prophets of theſe gods, and to foretel 
things that were to come, or to 
diſcover things that were concealed ; 
ſome by aſtrology, others by the flight 
or ſinging of birds, or by the entrails 
of victims. They believed ſome days 
to be fortunate, others to be not ſos 
every part of life was filled with 
ridiculous and impious ſuperſtitions, 
The corruption of manners was uni- 
verſal; all ſorts of vices prevailed upon 
the earth; and though the light of 
reaſon, and the law of nature were 
not utterly extinguiſhed in the hearts of 
men, yet they were ſo little regarded, 
that they ſerved only to make them 
guilty, by acting in violation of their 
tate of ignorance and error, fin and 
ſuperſtition, to * reſcue and ſet free 
mankind, was reſerved for the ap- 
pearaiice of our Bleſſed Saviour. 


, SnS 
Thbeſe idolaters were called Gentiles, 
or Pagans, or Heathens. The Jyaelites 


| were often led away after their bad 
examples. Whenever they forſook 
God and ſerved idols, he gave them 
up to their enemies, who kept them ? 
in ſervitude, and evil-entreated them; 


and whenever they turned to him, he 
raiſed up extraordinary W to 
deliver them.” ; 
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SECTION XVI. 


Of DAVID;—and the MESSIAH, 


'Th E government of the J#aelites 

was that of a pure Theocracy: a 
Greek expreſſion, ſignifying the imme- 
diate and particular adminiſtration of 
God himſelf. He was in a proper 


ſenſe their king : God was king 1 in 
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Jiuſburun. Under him they were a 


| long time governed by Judges.— 
et they would have © a king to 

« judge them, like the other nations.“ 
They had long lived in an unſettled 
and precarious ſtate, and found; the. 
neceſſity of having ſome one ſuperior: 
to all the reſt, by whoſe authority they 


10 might be more completely regulated. 


Their requeſt was not illfounded. 
There was a fault however in their 
proceedings, in that they did not wait 
God's time for the appointment; but 
made it their own act to reject God, 
e that He ſhould not reign over them.” 
| In" conſequence of this, by God's 
appointment, Samuel anointed Saul, to 
be the. firſt king over them, of the 
tribe of Benjamin. Hence kings were 
eſteemed the Lord's anointed, and their 
perſons and characters held ſacred. 
- The ſecond king was David, of the 
tribe of Judab; Who is ſpoken of in 
G 2 | 
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terms denoting God's peculiar appro—- 
| bation—ag 4 man after his own' 
heart,” doth for the pious: diſpoſition 
_ . of che king himſelf, in general; 
_  (notwithſtanding| ſome inſtances of 
_ frailty); and ſtill more, as the appointed 
- conſecrated with holy oil by the 
prophet Samuel. He was perſecuted 
a long time by Saul; and when he 
was raiſed to the royal dignity, he 
Oed delivered him from all his 
troubles, ſet him up above his enemies, 
great honour. On the other hand, 
the ſervice of God: he made it his 
whole buſineſs to meditate on his law, 
| to practice it him{elf, and to take care 
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— 


[34 
that his ſubjects alſo obſerved it: to 
of all his power. As he poſſeſſed a very 


acquainted with poetry and muſic, 


he compoſed. many odes or. ſongs, 
intended to ſet forth the praiſe of God, 
and to teach men virtue: theſe are 


the P/alms, which are at this day in 


uſe among us. Jeruſalem, which had By 


before been Melchizedech's place of 
reſidence, was likewiſe that of David's. 
He built a palace upon mount Sion, 
and had the ark of the covenant 
brought thither, It was his deſign to 


have built alſo a magnificent temple, 


wherein he intended that the ark 
ſhould be preſerved, and the ſacrifices 


offered: for from the time that the peo-— 
ple had entered into the promiſed land, 


there had as yet been no fixed place 
for divine ſervice, But God declared 
| Rana, honor of ung: 
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him a temple was reſerved for his ſon; 


aud promiſed him at the ſame time, 
that his poſterity ſhould reign for ever 


' over the faithful people. And thus 
did God renew his covenant with this 
holy king. For he likewiſe promiſed 


do give eternal reſt to his people, and 
to make Jeruſalem his habitation, that 
: is, the place-where he would have his 
name to be honoured, and his preſence 
in the midſt of his people, to be in a 
particular manner diſplayed. God at 
the ſame time diſcovered to David the 
higheſt myſteries, He revealed to 
him, that the Saviour of mankind 
ſhould be of his race; that he ſhould 
be a king; that he ſhould reign not 
only over the houſe of Tirael, but alſo 


pouyer all the nations of the earth, and 


that his kingdom ſhould have no end; 


that he ſhould be an high-prieſt, =% * 


according to the order of Aaron, but 
according to the order of Melchizedech, 
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who was more ancient than the written 
law; that he ſhould be tbe Son of God, 
and God. All this was revealed to 
David. But it was likewiſe revealed 
to him, that the Saviour, before he 
arrived at his glory, ſhould undergo 
great afflictions, of which Davids 
were but a faint repreſentation. From 
that time the raeclites called the 
Saviour, whom they expected, Meſſiah 
or Chriſt; that is to ſay, anointed, or 


conſecrated with holy oil; with which 


kings and prieſts were accuſtomed to 
be conſecrated. They likewiſe called 
him the ſon of David. 


SECTION XVIL' 
N . 1 


Of SOLOMON, and WIS DOM: 
SOLOMON was choſen by God 
from among all Devid's children, to 
reign after him. It was He who built 

the temple, for which his father had 
leſt him the deſign, and prepared the 
 fieent building, covered all over within 
- fanQtuary, wherein the ark of the 

Covenant was placed under the che- 

rubims. The high-prieſt was the 
only perſon who was allowed to enter 
into it, and that he did but once a 
year, carrying in with him the blood 
of the victims. Before the temple 
ſtood the altar for the burnt-offerings 
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and other ſacrifices, in a great court 
built round with galleries, adjoining to 
which were ſeveral apartments for the 
convenience of the prieſts and Levites. 
There was but this one temple in all 
the land of Mal, nor was it permitted 
to offer ſacrifice any where but upon 
this holy altar : thereby to make the 
unity of God and his church the more 
clear and ſenſible. 


Solomon lived in the happieſt con- 
dition that can well be imagined here 
on earth: he ruled over many foreign 
nations, as well as over the people of 
God; he had immenſe riches; a 
prodigious quantity of gold and ſilver; 
and paſſed his time in the full enjoy- 
ment of all the pleaſures of life. But 
what was much more excellent than 
all treaſures, and all ſenſible gratifi- 
cations, was the wiſdom with which 
God bleſſed him, and thereby raiſed 


in the Proverbs, or moral ſentences 
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him above the reſt of men. We ſee 
it even now in his writings, wherein 
he teaches us true Wiſdom, how to 
regulate our manners. We have there 
the deſcription of the Wiſdom of God, 
which is the ſource of that of his 
creatures. She ſays, that “ ſhe was 
with God from the beginning, 
ce before he formed either the earth, or 
© the ſea, or the heavens, or the 
ce depths ;—that ſhe was preſent at the 
c production of all his work, and 
« joined with him in creating every 
«thing; rejoicing always before him.” 
She adds, that © her delight is to be 
with men, and invites them all to 

* come to her, to enrich themſelves 

_ « with her treaſures, and fill themſelves 
L at her feaſt, —to receive her doctrine, 
& which leads to life and to ſalvation.” 
In this manner does Wiſdom ſpeak 


of Sofoinon. He compoſed a ſong, 
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in which he repreſents the love of 
God towards his church under the 
deſcription of the greateſt attach- 
ment, that ſubſiſts among mankind, 
—conjugal affection. But, alas ! he 
made ſo ill an uſe of God's gifts, that 
he went aſtray in his old age, by giving 
himſelf up too much to pleaſures, 
particularly to the love of women. 
He kept an exceſſive number of them, 
even of foreigners ; who enticed him 
to idolatry ;—ſo deplorable was his 
weakneſs !—By the fall however of ſo 


great and wiſe a man, we may be well 


reminded of the danger which there is 
in pleaſure and proſperity; and be 
convinced of the truth of what he 
himſelf declared, that © every thing 
ee under the ſun is only vanity and 
« vexation of ſpirit.” 


SECTION XVIII 
Of the DEFECTION of the TEN 
TRIBES. | 


By way of puniſhment for the ſins 
of Solomon, his kingdom was divided 
after his death. None but the tribe 
of Judah and that of Benjamin, obeyed 
his ſon Reboboam; the other ten tribes 


acknowledged Jeroboam for their king, 


who was of the tribe of Ephraim. 


This rebel was fearful that the Jrachites 


would return to their lawful king, if 
| they continued to go and offer up 
their prayers and ſacrifices at Jeruſalem. 

To prevent them therefore from doing 
this, he changed their religion ; and 
as they were fond of idols, he ſet up 
two golden calves, after the manner 
of the Eg yptians, in different parts of 
his kingdom: he erected ſeveral altars, 


1 83 ] 


appointed prieſts who were not of the 
tribe of Levi, and inſtituted a feſtival 
of his own invention ; but at the ſame 
time he obſerved the reſt of the law 
of God. All the kings who ſucceeded 
Jeroboam embraced his falſe religion ; 
and this ſchiſm or diviſion in the 
church of God, continued for ever 
afterwards, The feat of the true 
church was at Jeruſalem; becauſe there 
they worſhipped God in the temple, 
which David and Solomon had pre- 
pared by his command ; there too they 
obſerved the law, which he had given 
to Moſes; and there alſo the ſervice 
was performed by the Levites and 
prieſts, the ſons of Aaron, whom he 
had. choſen. This church had in 
reality ſubſiſted from the beginning of 
of the world. For Moſes had collected 
and delivered the faith of Abraham, 
Abraham that of Noah, Noah that of 
Enoch and the other holy Patriarchs, 
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older than the flood, as far back as 


Adam. The church which ſerved 
God under the law of Moſes, 1s often 
called the Synagogue, from a Greek 
word which ſignifies an Aſſembly.— 
The kingdom of the ten tribes was 
called the kingdom of ral, or 
Ephraim, or Samaria ; by reaſon of the 
city which was afterwards the capitalof 
it ; and the kingdom which remained 
to the race of David, was called the 
kingdom of Judah : but it contained 
two other tribes, thoſe of Benjamin 
and Levi. For the Prieſts and Levites 
being | deprived of their offices by 
Feroboam, quitted his kingdom, and 
Joined" themſelves all again to Judah, 
and of the other tribes many remained 
faithful to God, and continued to 
come and worſhip him at Jeruſalem. 
The kingdom of Judab however was 
not free from vices and impiety: many 


of the kings, who were deſcendants 
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from David, did not follow his ex- 
ample; many were idolaters, vicious, 
unjuſt, and cruel. Even among the 
Jews who outwardly practiſed the 
law of God, the greateſt part obeyed 
him only out of fear, and for the ſake 
of temporal- bleſſings ; but few of 
them ſerved him from affection. 


= SECTION XIX. 
— 


Of the PROPHETS. 


Ir. was after the ſeparation of the 
ten tribes, that God ſent moſt of the 
Prophets, to comfort the true believers, 
and to recover the rebellious and 
ſinful from the error of their ways. 
Thoſe were called Prophets, whom 
God inſpired, with his Holy Spirit, 
in order to diſcover hidden things, or 
H 2 
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even futurity to thein, and to declare 
his intentions and reſolutions by their 
* -mouths. Such had been Moſes, 
Samuel, David, Solomon, and many 
others. But thoſe were particularly 
ſtyled Prophets, who ſeparated them- 
ſelves from other men, that they might. 
lead a more perfect liſe. They were 
remarkable for their poverty, their 
frequent faſtings, the homely ſimplicity 
of their garments, made of ſackcloth 
or the ſkins of beaſts, and for their pe- 
nitent and retired life, Their chief em- 
'  ploymentwasprayer, with meditation 
upon the law of God; and the inſtruc- 
tion of the people. The moſt famous 
were Elijab and Eliſha; both of them 
in the kingdom of Hrael; where there 
was the. greateſt occaſion for them. 
_  . Elijab prevented any rain from falling 
for three years and an half, to puniſh 
the idolatry of king Ahab; and in 
order to put the idol-prieſt to ſhame 
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and confuſion before the people, he 
cauſed fire to fall down from heaven 
upon a ſacrifice, which he had prepared 
to be offered to God. He raiſed a 
dead child, and worked; many, other 
miracles, At laſt, he was himſelf taken 
up into heaven, and thus miracu- 
louſly diſpoſed of, as Enoch alſo had 
been before. Eli 72 his diſciple ſuc- 
ceeded him; he likewiſe performed 
very great miracles, which gained 
him the reſpect of kings, even of un- 
believing ones; and a man was raiſed 
from the dead by the touching only 
of his dead bones. Notwithſtanding 
all this, moſt of theſe holy prophets 
were ill treated and perſecuted by the 
kings, whom they reproved for their 
crimes; and ſome were put to a cruel 
death. There were alſo falſe prophets; 
chat is to ſay, impoſtors; who pretended 
that they were inſpired by God. 
Theſe were well received by both 
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kings and people, ſpeaking ſuch things 
as were pleaſing to them, and 
_ preſumptuouſly contradicting God's 
holy Prophets. The event however 
ſhewed by whom the holy Ghoſt had 
ſpoken ;—and that this might be the 
better known, the prophecies were 
committed to writing, and ner 
e 
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Of the PROPHECIES. 
| W E have the writings of ſeveral 


of theſe Prophets: as Jaiab, Jeremiab, 
Ezekiel, and ſome others who are 
called the leſſer Prophets; becauſe 
their books are ſhort. Theſe writings 
contain the diſcourſes they made to the 
people; in which they ſet their crimes 
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before them, exhorting them to repent, 
to forſake their idols, and turn to 
God. To theſe exhortations are 
added many predictions ; and theſe 
are what we properly call Propbecies. 
They foretold that the kingdom of 
Samaria ſhould be deſtroyed, and that 
Zrael ſhould be reduced to a ſtate of 
ſlavery, removed into another country, 
and ceaſe to be the people of God: 
that they ſhould not all return again, 
but only ſome of them with Judab, 
under one and the ſame head: that 
the kingdom of Judah ſhould be alſo 
deſtroyed by the king of Babylon, 
' Feruſalem demoliſhed, the temple 
burnt, and the people carried into 
captivity : that Babylon itſelf ſhould 
be taken by the Medes and Perfians, 
under the command of Cyrus; and 
that he ſhould ſet the Jes at liberty 
again, after a captivity of ſeventy years: 
that the temple ſhould be rebuilt, and 
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Jeruſalem reſtored ; that the people of 
God ſhould repoſſeſs their inheritance, 
and after a terrible perſecution be 
delivered from all their enemies, and 
raiſed to an high pitch of glory. 
But among theſe prophecies, which 
regarded temporal affairs, there were 

_ - Others, which proceeded a great deal 
farther, and were of much more 
importance, as they related to ſpiritual 
advantages, and the life of a world to 
come. Upon occaſion of foretelling 
- the people's return from their captivity, 
| the prophets haveparticularlyexpreſſed 
all the circumſtances of the Meſſiah's 
coming, his ſufferings, his -reign, 
and the calling of the Gentiles, that is, 
of the nations of the world at large. 
They declared, that God would make 
a new covenant with his people, which 
ſhould cauſe that made upon their 
coming out of Egypt to be forgotten; 
that he would engrave his law upon 
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their hearts; and inſtruct them with 
his immediate preſence: that he would 
pour out his Spirit upon all ſorts of 
perſons, and give them the gift of 
prophecy: that his ſervant, the Meftah, 
ſhould bear the iniquities of the 
people ; and though he ſhould himſelf 
commit no fin, yet he ſhould be 
deſpiſed and rejected as the worſt of 
ſinners, and like a lamb be carried to 
the ſlaughter for the ſalvation of others: 
that this ſame Maſſiab, the ſon of 
David, ſhould be the hope of the 
Gentiles ; that they ſhould come in 
multitudes to worſhip God at Jeru- 
ſalem, and to be inſtructed in his law; 
that the glory of the ſecond temple 
ſhould be much greater than that of 
the firſt; in ſhort, that the happineſs 
of the people of God ſhould be beyond 
all that eye has ſeen, or ear heard, or 
it has ever entered into the heart of 
man to conceive, They moreover 
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foretold the remarkable particulars of 
our Saviour's birth, his life, and death. 
Theſe prophecies were obſcure from 
the very nature of them, becauſe the 
ſpiritual predictions are intermingled 
with the temporal ones, which were 
the types and figures of the others; 
and becauſe the two ſtates of the 
Meſſiah, that of his humiliation and 


ſufferings, and that of his power and 


glory, are likewiſe blended and 
deſcribed — TE 


SECTION. xxl. 
oe the CAPTIVITY at BABYLON. 


ALL mat the prophets had foretold, 
was brought to paſs. Aſter God had 
for a long time borne with the 
wickedneſs of the kings of Jrael and 
their ſubjects; aſter he had frequently 
exhorted them to repentance by the 
voice of his ſervants, and had often 
even inflicted puniſhments upon them, 
without any conſequent amendment 
on their ſide; at laſt he diſcharged 
his juſt anger upon them, and gave 
them up to their enemies. Samaria 
was taken, the kingdom deſtroyed by 
Shalmaneſer king of ria, the people 
carried away captive, and diſperſed in 
foreign countries. The kings of Juda 
continued to reign ſome years after 
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| Jrael was no more; but they made no 
advantage of that dreadful example. 


God at length delivered them up 


to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 


who. deſtroyed Feru/alem, burnt the 
temple, took away the holy veſſels, 


and carried the people into captivity, 


; leaving the land of Jae almoſt 


deſolate, - and without inhabitants. 
Religion however - ſubſiſted ſtill; 
though the temple was deſtroyed, and 
the ſacrifices had ceaſed. The Jews 
obſerved the law of Moſes, and the 
traditions of their fathers, in the midſt 
of the idolatry and vices which 0 
. at ieee Wy 


nas ls. + was a very great 


| potentate at that time; proud and 
eruel. He ſet up a golden image of 


an enormous ſtature, and commanded 
every one to worſhip it. Three young 


men of ſome rank among the Jervs, 
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courageouſly refuſed . to obey him; 
and he ordered them to be thrown 
into a burning fiery furnace: but they 
continued there unhurt, ſinging praiſe 
unto God. Hereupon the king; aſto- 
niſhed- at the greatneſs of the miracle, 
acknowledged the power of God, and 
likewiſe commanded all his ſubjects 
to honour | Him. There were alſo 
ſome other occaſions, upon which, 
this king and his ſuceeſſors, admiring 
the wiſdom of Daniel, and the mira 


cles which God wrought in his favour, 


bore the like teſtimony to the truth; 
which thus began to be made known 
among the Gentile nations, Daniel 
was one of the captives, of the race 
of the kings of Judab; who though 
he lived in the court of Babylon, and 
was employed in the higheſt offices of 
the kingdom, to which he was raiſed 
by his merit, yet led a very ſtrict and 
holy life. God was pleaſed to reveal. 
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to him many ſecret things which were 
yet to come. He foretold diſtinctly 
the ſucceſſion of the Empires down to 
the coming of Igus Chriſt, ſpecified 
the time in which he was to appear, 

and declared that He would be put to 
death by his own people, and that 
then Jeruſalem ſhould be deſtroyed, 
and the Jewiiſb nation be diſperſed and 
afflicted, till the time: of the Gentiles 
| Yona m and. 
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M the RESTORATION of the n 
_ after the CAPTIVITY. 


Arx the captivity had con- 
tinued ſeventy years, Cyrus, king of 
Perfia, took Babylon, ſet the Fews at 
| liberty, and permitted them to return 
into their down country, and to rebuild 


„ 
che temple of Jeriſalem. They came 
back under the command of Zerub- 
zabel the head of the tribe of Judab z 
and Zara the prieſt, who was well 
ſkilled in the law of God, inſtructed 


the people, and collected the facred 


books together: to which collection 
we are now chiefly indebted for them. 
The Samaritans, and other enemies 
do the people of God, hindered for 

ſome time the repairing of the holy 
_ city, —The Samaritans were originally 
a medley. of Heathens ſent by the 
king of I Hria, Shalmaneſer, after he 
had taken Samaria, the capital of the 
ten tribes, and had carried away the 
inhabitants into captivity, to repeople 
the deſolate regions. This heteroge- 
neous colony from Cuba, Aua, 
Hamath, and Sepharvaim, filled the 
deſerted cities and towns of Irael, 
and practiſed the idolatrous rites of 
weir reſpective countries. But being 
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infeſted with wild beaſts, and attri- 
buting this calamity to their negle& of 
the tutelar God of that country, which 
wasnow their reſidence, they petitioned 
Eſarhaddon, the fucceſſor of Shal- 
_ maneſer, to ſend ſome perſon to inſtruct 
them in the worſhip: of the God of 
Iſrael: A Prieſt was ſent accordingly, - 
and their requeſt complied with. But 
they worſhipped their ſeveral heathen 
[Deities in conjunction with the one 
true God. In this confuſed mixture 
of religion they continued for a long 


feries of years, We may naturally 


imagine that the Jews would have the 


higheſt contempt for this motley 


worſhip, and the worſhippers alſo. 
And they on. their part, uſed their 
utmoſt endeavours to fruſtrate their 
attempts to _ rebuild the city and 
, temple of Zeru/alem. At laſt however 
Feruſalem was rebuilt : Nehemiab 
finiſhed its walls, the land was repeo- 
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pled and cultivated, and the Jews 
lived in peace under the kings of Perſia, 
with the perfect liberty of the exerciſe. 
of their religion. They had no more 
prophets after this time; but the 
ancient prophecies, which they ſaw 
fulfilled day after day, were ſufficient 
for them. Never were they more 
faithful to God than now; for they 
ſell no more into idolatry, to which 
they were before ſo. much addicted. 
On the contrary, they brought over 

other nations to the knowledge of the 
true God, eſpecially in the countries 
where they were interſperſed among 
them. For many of them lived ftill 
at Babylon, and ſome. were ſcattered 
all over the empire of Petfia, Their 
religion cauſed them to be taken notice 
of in all places; and the wiſeſt of the 
Gentiles admired thelr law, and-took 
_ pleafure in being inſtructed in it, 
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The power of the Per/ians was 
deſtroyed, as Daniel had foretold, by 
the Greciant, under the command of 
Alexander ibe Groat, king of Mace- 
donia ; but he made no alteration in 
the ſtate of the Jui. His empire 
Generals, from | whence came the 
Piolemies kings of Egypt, whoſe capital 
city was Alexandria, and the Seleucide 
kings of Hria, who reſided at Antioch; 
The Jews ſuffered- ſeveral times by 


their diviſions and wars; notwith-- - | 


ſtanding which, they ſpread themſelves | 
through the whole empire of the 
Macedonians, and in Greece itſelf ; 
where likewiſe they began to propagate 
the knowledge of the true God: Fra 


n it was probably with that deſign, that 


God had diſperſed . the 
Gentiles, be. 


SECTION XXIII.. 
— — _— 


Of the PERSECUTION by ANTIOCHUS, 
and of the MACCABEES. 


Avr CHUS, the famous king of 


Syria, took a reſolution to compel the 
Jews to conform themſelves to the 
manners, and ſuperſtitions of the 
Grecians, and to renounce their laws 
and religion. He ſurpriſef Feru/alem, 
profaned the temple, cauſed the facri- 
fices to ceaſe, and put to death a great 
many Jews, who choſe rather to loſe 

hel tres than violate the law of God. 
Among others were * ſeven brothers, 
whom he cauſed to be horribly tor- 
mented before his eyes, and whom 
their own mother encouraged with the 
hopes of an happy reſurrection. Judas 
Maccabæus took up arms in defence of 
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their liberty and religion, the latter of 
which was at that time confined to 
that people and their land. Some of 
the moſt zealous Fews joined him; 
and, notwithſtanding their ſmall num- 
ber, the aſſiſtance of God rendered 
them victorious. They retook Jeru- 
falem, purified the temple, reſtored 
the ſacrifices, and entirely delivered 
the people from the yoke of the unbe- 
leving, nations. Simon, one of theſe 
brethren, was declared the head of the 
people, and high-prieſt; for they were 
of the ſacerdotal race, deſcended from 
Aaron ; but he was inveſted with the 
ſovereign power only till the coming 

of the faithful prophet, that is, Cagisr 
the ſon of David. Simon's deſcendants 
took upon them the title of kings : 
but their power was not of long 
continuance. For the Romans, who 
were already maſters of great part of 
che world, conquered the Eaſt under 
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the command of Pompey, and put an 
end at the ſame time to the kings of 
Syria, and of the Fews, However 
Herod found means to uſurp the 
kingdom of Judah, by the favour of 
Julius Ceſar, and afterwards of Au- 
guſtus, and reigned under the pro- 
tection of the Romans. He was a 
foreigner by birth, but a Jew in 
religion; at leaſt ſuch he did profeſs 
himſelf; for in reality he was a wicked 
wretch, who was governed by no law 
but that of policy and ambition ;— 
a cruel tyrant ; and ſo unnatural, that 
he put to death his wife and ſeveral 
of his own children; which cauſed the 
emperor Auguſtus to obſerve con- 
cerning him, © that it was better to 

«. be Herod's hog, than his ſon,” 


END OF THE FIRST PART. 
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SECTION I. 
Of the STATE. of the WORLD at the 
COMING of the MESSIAH. 


IpoLArxv had always reigned 
throughout the world; but Greece was 
full of Philoſophers, who began to 
bring it into diſcredit with perſons of 
good underſtanding. They plainly 
ſaw the abſurdity of the fables with 
which the poets uſed to amuſe the 
people, and which were the whole 
foundation of their religion, They 
K 
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knew that the world was governed by 
one God, very different from thoſe 


whom the vulgar worſhipped; þut they 


wo 


ventured not to declare any thing 
openly, nor to make any attempt upon 


che eſtabliſhed religions, They were 


contented with deſpiſing them pri- 
vately ; looking on them as political 
inventions to amuſe the ignorant. In 
public, they _ conformed with the 
people, and obſerved the ſame cere- 
monies; and as they deſpaired of ever 
coming to the truth, they gave them- 
ſelves up without reſerve to the domi- 


nion of their paſſions, and in many 


inſtances, to the moſt criminal and 
licentious indulgencies. The true 
God was worſhipped by the Jews 
alone; The Samaritans boaſted alſo of 
ſerving him, and had forſaken their 


idols; but they continued ſtill ſepa- 
rated from the Jews; and a rooted 


averſion was formed between them. 
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They received none of the facred 
books, but thoſe of Moſes, rejecting 
all the other prophets; and they 
maintained that God was to be wor- 
ſhipped on Mount Gerizim only, 
where they had built a temple to Him. 
Religion was brought to a low ebb 
even among the Jews, of whom there 
were two ſects, the Phariſees and the 
Sadducees. The Saaducses believed 
not the reſurrection, nor the immor- 
tality of the ſoul, nor the exiſtence of 
Angels or Spirits; they even aſſerted 
God himſelf to be corporeal. A 
great number of the prieſts and prin- 
cipal perſons of the nation followed 
this hereſy, although it was ſo impious 
and groſs. The Phariſees maintained 
ſound doctrine, believed ſpiritual 
things, the reſurreion, and the liſe of 
a world to come. They profeſſed to 
obſerve the law very exactly; but 
thereto they added a multitude, of 


1 106 J 


ſuperſtitious practices and interpreta- 
tions, unworthy of true religion; and 
oftentimes made void the commands 
of God, in order to eſtabliſh their own 
traditions: for they had great authority 
amongthe people; which'they obtained 
by a ſanctifted ſhe w of outwatd piety; 
but this was only hypocriſy for the 
Moſt part; at the bottom they were 
full of avarice, vanity, pride, obſtinacy; 
and all forts of Vis. 


. * pry 5 
SECTION. 


p— 


4 Bye MANNER the MESSIAH wes 
EXPECTED ty the FEWS, 


TRE Jus were a prbud and 
haughty people; as children of Ara- 
bam, they thought themſelves in an 
eſpecial manner holy by nature, and 
that they wete appointed to be lords 
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over all other nations, whom they 
deſpiſed to a very great degree, 
eſteeming them accurſed and unclean. 
It was therefore inſupportable to them 
to obey the Romans, and Herod a 
ſeryant of the Roman. They were at 

all times ready to rebel, and waited 
only for the coming of the Meſſiah 
to throw off their yoke. For they 
imagined, that the Meſſiah would 
be a king like the kings of the earth; 
<a greater wartior and more victorious 
than David, richer and more proſ- 
perous than Solomon. They conſidered 
only the (prophecies, which ſet forth 
the triumpfant and glorious part of 
his character; taking in a literal ſenſe 
all the figures, which the prophets had 
made uſe of to repreſent his power 
and greatneſs. Such were the expec- 
«tations of the Jes in general: but 
there were 'a-few, who having faith 

fully preſerved the tradition of the 
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prophets, knew that a more ſublime 
ſenſe belonged to the promiſes of 
God ; that far better things, than the 
periſhable things of this life, were to 
be expected from the Meſliah ; that 
he principal end of his coming would 
be to aboliſh ſin and to reſtore holineſs ; 
that he would bring with him a new 
| covenant, more perfect than the old 

one, and would engrave it on men's 
hearts; that he would -beſtuw Grace, 
that is to ſay, the aſſiſtance which is 
neceſſary to enable us to obey God's 
law; and would accompliſh in reality 
what the law of Moſes had only ſhewn 
in type and figure; that he would 
bring all nations to the knowledge of 
the one true God, and that his king- 
dom. ſnould be in the world to come. 
But notwithſtanding this difference 
between the ſpiritual and carnal Jews, 
they were both agreed, and ſo were 
the Samaritans too, that the time uf 
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the Cuxisr's appearing was arrived. 
All the other prophecies were fulfilled : 
the government, which was to con- 
tinue till his time in the houſe of 
Judab, according to the prophecy of 
Jacob, had been tranſlated to Herod a 
foreigner, who from time to time 
broke in upon and deſtroyed the laws ; 
and the term of years ſpoken of by 
the prophet Daniel, was now mani- 
feſtly approaching re a con- 
eluſion. 


e eee 
SECTION HI. 
* #: | | 
Of the BIRTH of FESUS CHRIST. 


WinIE Herod reigned in Judea, 
and while Auguſtus Ceſar was Emperor 
of Rome, there was among the Jews a 
Virgin of extraordinary piety, called 
Mary, who was eſpouſed or contracted 
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to a holy man, whoſe name was Joſeph. 
They were both of the tribe of Judab, 
and of the race of David: They 
were poor alſo; and Joſeph was by 
trade a Carpenter. They dwelt at 
Noaxuretb, a little town of Galilee, 
which was a province of the land of 
Tſrael, The Angel Gabriel was ſent 
from God to Mary, to declare unto 
her, that ſhe ſhould-be the Mother of 
the CuNIs r. Thou ſhalt bring 
ce forth a ſon,” ſaid he, and ſhalt 
te call his name Jz$vs, He ſhall be 
s called the Son of the 'Hicnzsr ; 
« and the!Loxp Gor ſhalbgive unto 
& him the throne of his father David, 

te and he ſhall reign over the houſe 
c of Jacob for ever.” Mary readily 
and cheerfully made her expreſſions of 
acquieſcence in the will of God, after 
that the Angel had aſſured her that 
ſhe ſhould become a mother by the 
operation of the -HoLy GHosr, and 
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by ta miraculous exertion' of the 
omnipotence of Gop. Immediately 
was accompliſhed in her ba myſtery, 
for which 3 e to 


She conctived this holy Child, who 
being of the ſame nature with his 
father, God bleſſed for ever, took 
became man, like us; with this dif- 
ference however, that he was by nature 
| holy and incapable of Sin. He was 
born in Berblebem, a ſmall town of 
Judas, which was the birth-place of 
David, and where the Meſſiah was to 
be born according to the Prophets. 
Foſeph and Mary were obliged to 
repair thither, in order to obey an 
edi. of Auguſtus, who required that 
every one ſhould have his name en- 
rolled at the place to which his family 
_ originally belonged. There was no 
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room ſor them in the inn, ſo that 
they were under the neceſſity of re- 
maining in a ſtable. Here it was, that 
Mary brought her ſon into the world; 
herſelf continuing ſtill in a ſtate of 
ſpotleſs and pure Virginity. She 
wrapped him in ſwaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger ; and the 
fame night ſome ſhepherds, warmed 
by holy and religious zeal, came there 
to viſit him, having been informed by 


Angels of this great event, theſe 
happy tidings to all people, that the 
Saviour who ſhould come into the 
world; was newly born at Bethlehem. 


SECTION iv. 
on, 


. th INFANCY f FESUS 
CHRIST: 


Tim Son of God was circumciſed 
eight days after his birth, according 
to the law; and he was named Jesus, 
as the Angel had foretold, becauſe he 
came to /ave his people from their 
ſins; for Jzsvs ſignifies a Saviour. 
At the end of forty days Mary went 
to preſent herſelf at the temple of 
| Fefuſalem, according to the law of the 
purification of women after child- 
birth ; to which however, on account 
of her purity, ſhe was not obliged ; 
and in obedience to another law, which 
ordered all the firſt-born to be offered 
to God, ſhe preſented her ſon there 
alſo. At the ſame time a holy old 
man named Simeon, and Anna a holy 
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widow and propheteſs, bore public 
teſtimony that he was the Saviour, 
who was expected. The firſt Gentiles 
that worſhipped him, were the Magi; 
which was a title given in Penſa to 
thoſe, who applied themſelves to the 
ſtudy of the ſciences and religion. 
Theſe men came from the Eaſt, being 
conducted by a miraculous ſtar, and 
enquired after the new-born king of 
the Jews. Having found him, they 
worſhipped him, and offered to him 
gold, and frankincenſe, and myrrh. 
Herod was alarmed at their arrival; 
and. fearing, that he would one day 
diſpoſſeſs him of his kingdom, he 
cauſed to be put to death all the 

children about Bethlehem. — Theſe 
I gte they, whom the church ſtill 
1 honours under the name of the Holy 
| Innocents, —In the mean while 7o/eph 
being admoniſhed by an angel, carried 
Jzsvs and his mother into Zg yt ; 
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and returned not till after the death of 
Herod, Upon his return he lived at 
Nazareth; where Jzsus grew and 
became ſtrong in ſpirit, being filled 
with Grace and Wiſdom, He went 
according to cuſtom to Jeruſalem at 
the feaſt of the Paſſover, with his 
father and mother; for Jo/epb was his 
reputed father. Now when he was 
twelve years old, and went up with 
them as uſual to the feaſt, he tarried 
behind them at Jeruſalem, and they 
miſſed him ; but at the end of three 
days they found him in the temple, 
ſitting in the midſt of the doctors, 
diſputing with them, and aſtoniſhing 
all who heard him with his queſtions 
and anſwers. He returned with Joſeph 
and Mary to Nazareth, and lived 
obedient to them, advancingin wiſdom 
and ſtature, and in favour with God 
and man. He worked, as may be 
ſuppoied, with Fo/eph at his proper 
| L 
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trade ; and continued in this pri vate 
ſituation, till he was thirty years of 
age; paſſing his earlier years in humi- 
lity, poverty, and labour, to ſet us 
an example that we 2 do the 
ſame. | 


| 
SECTION V. 
CON” | 
Of FOHN the BAPTIST. 


In the fifteenth year of the wigh/of 
the Emperor Tiberius, Pontius Pilate 
being the Roman governor of Fudea, 
there appeared a great prophet, Jobn, 
the ſon of Zacbariab a prieſt, and of 
Elizabeth, who was a near relation of 
the bleſſed Virgin Mary. His mother 
was barren, -ſo that his birth was 
miraculous, and had been promiſed 
by an angel. He paſſed his life in 
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ſolitude, with greater auſterity than 
that of the old Prophets. His food 
was of the moſt accidental kind, 
lacuſts and wild honey; and he was 
cloathed with a camel's ſkin, with the 
hair on; —a kind of mourning gar- 
ment among the Jews, He appeared 
in the wilderneſs of Judea, which lies 
along the ſide of Jardan, and exhorted 
every one to repent, becauſe the king- 
dom of heaven was at hand. As the 
7ews had ſeen no Prophet ſince their 
return from the captivity, that is, fon 
five, hundred years, they came. in 
crowds to- ſee and hear him. He 
dedlared that he was the forerunner oi 
the Mafiah, who was foretold-by the 
ancient Prophets and that he was 
ſent to inform men of his coming; 
and to prepare them for receiving him. 
Thoſe who proſeſſed that they would 
be converted, he Baptixed in the river 
Jordan; that is, he bathed and waſhed 
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them, as the Jews were accuſtomed 
to do upon various occaſions, for the 
purpoſe of purification, according to 
their law. The Jews ſtruck with 
admiration at his holineſs of character, 
would have acknowledged him as the 
Meſſiah; — but he frankly declared 
that he was not, adding, © There 
« cometh One mightier than I after 
« me; with whom I am not fitting 
to be compared, nor am I qualified 
© to perform the humbleſt office for 
Him; the faſtning of his ſhoes Iam 
ie not worthy tounlooſe; He ſhall bap- 

« tize you with the HoLy Gnosr.” 
Fobn's Baptiſm was only a preparation 
for another of greater perſection. 
However, it was the will of Jzsvs to 

be baptized by Jobn in the river Jordan, 
that he might ſet a good example in 
every reſpect, and conſecrate the ele- 
ment of Water by his own Baptiſm. 
Then the heaven was opened, and the 
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Holy Ghoſt was ſeen to deſcend upon 
Jesvs, in bodily ſhape and movement 
like a dove; and a voice was heard 
from heaven, which ſaid, © Thou art 
ce my beloved fon, in whom I am well 
te pleaſed.” John bore teſtimony to 
Jzsvs many other times, ſaying © God 
« giveth not the ſpirit by meaſure to 
ce him; and again, of his fulneſs 
« have we all received, and grace for 
« grace,“ that is, one gracious diſ- 
penſation for another; the Goſpel 
inſtead of the Law; for the Law 
« was given by Moſes, but Grace and 
“ Truth came by Jzsvs CarrsT.” 
And at another time, when he ſaw 
him, he ſaid, © Behold the Lamb of 
« God that taketh away the ſins of 
« the world ; '” ſhewing that the 
victims which were ſacrificed ac- 
cording to the Law, were only types 
and figures of that all ſufficient ſacri- 
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fice, of which He was to be the 
victim, as a ſatisfaction and atone- 
ment for the offences of all mankind. 


: ' 8 N | 
SECTION VI. 


© Of the CALL of the APOSTLES. 


fz80s was about thirty years of 
age, when he was baptized by St. 

Jobn; immediately upon which the 
HolyGhoſtled him into the wilderneſs, 
where, after having faſted forty days, 
he ſuffered the devil to tempt him in 
divers manners. A ſhort time after, 
there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, 
to which he was invited with his 
mother and his diſciples ; for there 
were already ſome, who after having 
followed St. Jobn, attended - cloſely 
upon him. At this wedding the wine 
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failing, Jzsvs turned a large quantity 
of water into excellent wine ; and this 
was his firſt miracle, He afterwards 
performed ſeveral others, and began 
to preach the Goſpel, that is to ſay the 
Evangelium, or the good news of the 


kingdom of heaven; exhorting all 


men to the practice of repentance. 
He was ſoon followed by numbers of 
people, who came to ſee his miracles 
and hear his doctrine. Not only ews, 
but the Samaritans and Gentiles, fol- 
lowed him; and his fame ſpread 
among the neighbouring countries. 


There were ſome diſciples, whom 


he called in a particular manner, that 
he might make uſe of them to inſtruct 
other perſons. As he walked by the 
ſide of the lake of Genneſareth in 
Galilee, he called four fiſhermen ; firſt, 
Simon the ſon of Jobn, whom he 
named Peter (which ſignifies a ſtone 
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or rock), and Andrew his brother; 
afterwards the two ſons of Zebedee, 
James and John; ſaying to them: 
« Follow me, and I will make you 
ce fiſhers of men.” Another time he 
called a publican, that is a receiver of 
the public taxes, or revenues, named 
Levi or Matthew, whom he ſaw ſitting 
in his office. Theſe diſciples left all 
and followed him, as ſoon as he called 
them. They were continually with 
him, and he often explained to them 
in private what he had ſaid to the 
people in public. He made uſe of 
them to baptize thoſe, who believed 
his doctrine, and were converted. 
Out of his diſciples he choſe twelve; 
whom he named Apoſtles, that is to 
ſay, meſſengers, becauſe he ſent them 
to preach the goſpel. Theſe twelve 
were Simon Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, James and John the ſons of 
Zebedee, Philip, Bartholomew, Mat 
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 thew, Thomas, James the ſon of 
Alpheus, his brother Jude or Thad- 
deus, Simon the Canaanite, and Judas 
Iſcariot. Peter though he had no 
authority and juriſdiction given him 
over the other apoſtles, yet was the 
firſt of them in order and honour by 
the choice of Jzsvs Cxzisr, For He 
one day aſking his diſciples what they 
thought of him, Peter anſwered 'in 
the name of them all, © Thou art the 
* Cnxisr, the Son of the living 
God: upon which Jzsvs faid, 
« And I fay unto thee: Thou art 
* Peter, and upon this rock: I will 
*& build my church, and the gates of 
Hell (the power and policy of the 
e Devil and his agents), ſhall not 
« prevail againſt it.” The perſonal 
and particular privilege here granted 
to St. Peter was, that he ſhould, after 
the reſurrection of JzsuUs CnRIST, | 
and the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, | 
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lay the foundation of the Chriſtian 
by converting the firſt-· fruits of both ; 
which he accordingly did, and thereby 
manifeſtly. fulfilled this prophecy of 
our Saviour. After having choſen 
the twelve Apoſtles, Ixsus Chars 
ſent them to preach to the Jouus only, 
ordering them to go neither among 
gave them power! to cure diſeaſes, to 
raiſe the dead, to cleanſe lepers, and 
calt out devils; forbidding them to 
make any temporal advantage of theſe 
gifes and privileges, which had been 
freely and without coſt conferred: upon 
them; or to give themſelves the 
trouble of providing any thing for 
their journies, He informed them at 
the ſame time; chat they ſhould! be 
hated/and- perſecuted, and he encour: 
aged them to be afraid of none but 
God alone. He choſe likewiſe ſeventy, 
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Diſciples, whom he ſent two and two 
into the places, whither he himſelf 
intended to come, giving them the 


. 
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SECTION VI. 
— 


f MIRACLES of JESUS 
CHRIST. 


7 ESUS worked a great multitude 
of miracles, to-convince the world of 
his divine Miffion. Theſe miracles 
were not performed by way of oſtenta- 
tion, like thoſe of the magicians and 
impoſtors, nor by way of terror, like 
moſt of thoſe which Moſes and Elijab 
worked: but the deſign of theſe was 
to conciliate the affections of mankind, 
being wrought upon their own perſons, 
and bringing with them the greateſt 
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able multitude of perſons who were 
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ph, Health and Life. He cured, 


upon different occaſions, an innumer- 


afflicted with all ſorts of diſeaſes, fevers, 
bloody flux, dropſy, palſy, leproſy. 

He healed them in a moment ; often 
only by a word; ſometimes even 
without ſeeing them, or coming near 
them. Nay, the very touching of his 
garment was ſufficient to effect a cure. 

Wherever he went, the people brought 
the ſick out of the neighbourhoad, 
and laid them in the ſtreets and public 
places of the towns. They often 


ſurrounded the houſe in which He was, 


and afforded him not leifure ſo much 
as to eat. They followed him every 


where, even into the deſert places, 


whither he found it convenient to retire, 
to avoid the multitude. He reſtored 
ſight to ſeveral blind perſons; among 
others to one that was born blind, by 
anointing his eyes with ſo ſimple and 
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ineſficacious a matter as a little clay. 
deaf to hear; he made the croolced 
ſtraighte, and to the crippled” he gave 
ſtrengtn and firmneſs. He drove 
devils out of many perſons who were 
polleſſed; and, laſtly, be reſtored 
ſeveral dead perſons to life. The 
Scripture mentions three of theſe ; a 
young girl who was juſt dead, a young 
man who was carrying to his burial, 
and Lazarus who had been buried 
four days. Jzsus was ſeen to walk 
upon the water, and he empowered 
St. Peter to walk upon it alſo, Once 
he calmed a tempeſt by commanding 
the winds and the ſea. Sometimes he 
made his diſciples catch an extraor- 
dinary quantity of fiſh. One day he 
fed five thouſand perſons who' had fol- 
lowed him into the wilderneſs, with 
five loaves and two fiſhes ; at another 
time, four thouſand with ſeven loaves. 

M 
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He knew the moſt ſecret thoughts of 
men, and foretold things to come. 
When he was at prayer upon mount 
Tabor, with three of his diſciples, 
Peter, James, and Jobn, on a ſudden 
he was transfigured before them; to 
give them ſome idea of the glory and 
ſplendor of his real character and con- 
dition, contraſted with his apparent 
meanneſs, poverty and humility: his 
cloaths became whiter than ſnow, and 
his face brighter than the ſun. The 
diſciples ſaw Moſes and Elias, who 
conyerſed with him, and they heard a 
voice which ſaid: © This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am. well pleaſed ; 
ec hear ye him.” All theſe miracles 
proved plainly, that Jzsvs was what 
he declared himſelf to be, the CuRIS＋ 
and Son of God. To conclude, he 
not only wrought miracles himſelf, 
but likewife gave his diſci ples power 


to perform the like. 


SECTION VIII. 


Of the MORAL CHARACTER of 
JESUS CHRIST. 


Ar the ſame time that Jasvs worked 
all theſe miricles, he, ſet the world an 
example of all kinds of virtue. He 
was lowly in heart, and called himſelf 
« the ſon of man,” which ſignified a 
mag of mean and common birth, as 
he appeared to be. I came, faid he, 

10 to miniſter, and not to be miniſtered 
& unto.” He moſt commonly con- 
cealed his miracles, forbidding the ſick 
perſons to diſcover who had healed 
them, and commanding the devils 
to hold their peace, when they cried 
out that he was © the Son of God.” 
He withdrew himſelf when thoſe 


* which were continually addreſſed to 
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whom he had fed in the wilderneſs, 
intended to take him by force and 
make him a king. He did not ſeek 
his own glory but that of his Father, 
who had ſent him. He was full of 
meekneſs and | goodneſs, gentleneſs 
and benevolence. One day when 
ſome children were brought to him, 
that he might bleſs and pray for them, 
the apoſtles would have prevented it, 
but he reproving them, ordered the 
children to come to him, embraced 
them, bleſſed them, laying his hands 
upon them, and” faid that all men 
who' hoped to enter the kingdom of 
heaven, muſt reſemble” little children, 
in innocence” and fimplicity of heart. 
He bore wich the moſt amazing 
patience and condeſcenfion, the defects 
ant imperfections of his diſciples; who 
were dull and ignorant, and the im- 
portunities of ſick perſons and others, 
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him. He paſſed his life in extreme 
poverty, having neither land nor houle, 
nor ſo much as where to lay his head; 
but ſubſiſted on what was ſupplied to 
him by thoſe, whom he inſtructed ; 
particularly ſome holy women, who. 
followed him to give him aſſiſtance, 
He never worked a miracle for his 
own convenience. He ſuffered all 
the inconveniences of poverty, heat, 
cold, hunger, thirſt, wearineſs; taking 
his journies on foot, and travelling at 
noon-day, though he lived in a very 
hot country. He oſten paſſed whole 
nights in prayer; in his deportment 
always grave and ſerious, yet tender- 
hearted and full of compaſſion. He 
wept for the death of his friend 
Lazarns, whom he was going to raiſe 
again: and he wept another time on 
viewing. Jeruſalem, and on contem- 
plating the misfortunes which were 
ſhortly to come upon it; ſo much did 
M 2 
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he love his country, notwithſtanding 
the ingratitude of his countrymen, 
Charitable and beneficent was he to 
every one. He gave a kind. reception 
to ſinners who were willing to be con- 
verted, and made no ſcruple of eating 
with them ;—but as for obſtinate and 
hardened ſinners, he reproved them 
with ſeverity ; eſpecially hypocrites, 
as were the Scribes and Phariſees, 
whom he publickly reproached with 
all their vices, though he well knew 
that by ſo doing he ſhould bring upon 
himſelf their fixed averſion. He lived 
in obedience to the civil government, 
paid tribute, frequented the temple, 
and obſerved the ceremonies of Reli- 
gion. Twice with irreſiſtible authority 
drove he out of the temple thoſe, who 
were profaning it by their merchan- 
diſe ; exhibiting hereby the moſt 
amazing inſtance of his power, a 
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miracle performed upon the hearts of 
men ;—the unwilling hearts of bug 
aſtoniſhed eier. 
* 


bem SECTION IX. 


F 


o the DOCTRINE of FESUS 
. CHRIST, and firſt of the TRINITY; 
aud INCARNATION. 


As Jesus G performed ſo 
many miracles, and practiſed ſo many 
virtues, it could not be but that a 
very general admiration was excited 
on account of him, and that great 
multitudes of people gathered together 
about him. He oſten preached in the 
Synagogues, where the Jet met 
together to. pray, to read the holy 
ſcripture, and hear it expounded by 
the Prieſts and Doctors: and oſten 
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too, he preached on the ſea-ſhore, of 


in the country, as he had opportunity. 


There was not one of his diſcourſes, 
that was not full of important inſtruc- 
tions; for he taught as one having 
authority, and not as the Scribes and 


Phariſees; yet he always ſpoke in a 


plain and familiar manner, that he 
might be underſtood by the ignorant. 
Sometimes indeed he made uſe of 
parables on purpoſe, that he might 
not be underſtood by thoſe who were 
unworthy of knowledge, by reaſon of 
the evil diſpoſitions of their minds, 
—As. a ſummary of his doctrine we 
collect, that he is the Meſſiah or 
Cunisx, expected and wiſhed for by 
the fathers, and foretold by Mofes and 
the prophets; that he came not to 


deſtroy, not to diſſolve men from the 


obligation of, the law, but to ſhew 


them the true import of it, to fulfil 
the law; that eternal life conſiſts in 
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knowing the one only true God, and 
Jssus Cnnisr whom he has. ſent. 
He teaches us, that God. is a Spirit, 
and that he muſt be worſhipped in 
ſpirit and in truth. He diſcovers to 
us moreover, that God is, the Father, 
together with the Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
who are inſeparably united to the 
Father; that he himſelf is the only- 
begotten Son of God ; that he fays 
nothing of himſelf, but receives all 
from his Father, who ſhews him all 
that himſelf does, and gives him all 
that himſelf has; that he's. a partaker 
in the divine nature, being of the fame 
nature with his Father; derived from 
bim. He alſo tells his Apoſtles, that 
 +e will ſend the Spirit, the Comforter, 

who proceedeth from the Father 
And he adds: He ſhall receive of 
«. mine, and. ſhall ſhew it unto you: 
te all things that the Father hath are 
« mine. Which ſhews, that the 
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Holy Ghoſt proceeds from the Father 


through the Son, and that the Three 
are of one and the ſame nature; that 


therefore God is the Father, with the 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt. And this he 


manifſeſtly implies, when he bids his 
Apoſtles to baptize every one in the 


name of the Father, and of the Son, 


and of the Holy Ghoſt; thereby 
ſhewing again, that all the Three are 


of one and the ſame nature, ſince he 


would have all men to be conſecrated 


to: God in the name of the three divine 


22 Perſons. Jesus CHRIS H therefore 
being Gon, becauſe the Sor of God; 


it follows, from the former part of his 


| hiſtory, and from his own repeated 
declarations, that He is both God and 
of Man _m_ | . | 8 


SECTION. x. 
Wer (dans f 


Of the LOVE of GOD, and of our 
NEIGHBOUR. | 


Ixsus CHRIST thews us, that 
his coming is the proof of God's love 
towards us. For, ſays he, God 
* ſo loved the world, that he gave 
ee his only- begotten Son, that whoſo- 
« ever believeth in him, ſhould not 
« periſh, but have everlaſting life.” 
It is therefore very reaſonable, that 
we ſhould love him. He likewiſe 
declared, that our only. buſineſs, and 
the great thing neceſſary, is to believe 
in and adhere to God ; that the whole, 

law of God, and all that he teaches 

us in his divine writings, may be 
referred to theſe two commandments : 
“Thou ſhalr love the Lord thy God 
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<< with all thy heart, and with all thy 
be ſoul, and with all thy mind, and 
e with all thy ſtrength. This is the 
ce firſt and great commandment ; and 
- © the ſecond is like unto it, Thou 
« ſhalt love thy acighbour. as thyſelf,” 
Now every man 1s to be conſidered as 
our neighbour; even a ſtranger and an 
unbeliever. And if we love our 
neighbour in this manner, we ſhall 
treathim as we would expect ourſelves 
to be treated. We ſhall forgive his 
treſpaſſes, as we would have our own 
forgiven : we ſhall not reprove him for 
his faults, whilſt we have the like or 
greater: we ſhall not judge him, as 
we ſhould be unwilling to have him 
| judge us: in a word, we ſhall not do 
to any one what we would not have 
another to do to us. Our Saviour 
alſo teaches us, that it is not ſufficient 
to practiſe the law outwardly and 
„ to the letter, as the Jews 
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did. It is not enough not to kill; we 
muſt even ſuppreſs anger, which pro- 
duces hatred, quarrels, and murders. 
It is not enough to love our friends; 
we muſt hate no one, and even love 
thoſe who hate and perſecute us. It 
is not ſufficient that we do not commit 
adultery; we muſt not even look upon 
a woman with an- evil deſire, and 
marriage ought to be reduced to its 
firſt inſtitution of one woman only 
with one man only, who may not be 
ſeparated but by death. We muſt 
not be content with not taking unjuſtly 
what belongs to another; but we muſt 
not even inſiſt upon too ſtri juſtice 
to ourſelves: we muſt give up and 
forego our own intereſt, loſe or ſuffer 
any thing rather than be deficient 
in good-will and charity; have no 
unreaſonable anxiety for food and 
the other neceſſaries of life ; depend 
entirely upon providence ; and before 
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all dungs eile, ſeek: the kingdom of 


God and ue Righteouſneſs, as we 
are infttucted «Arad 
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'$ECTION XI. 


= Tx 


Of GRACE, and PRAYER. 


1 V E are moreover 1 by Jesvs 


Cnzrsr, that of ourſelves we cannot 


effectually put in practice any of thoſe 


inſtructions which he has given us, 


and which make up our duty. We 
are therefore told, that in order to fulfil 
the law of God, and be ſaved, we 


ſtand in need of his gracious aſſiſtance, 


do make up in us what is deficient 


towards the perfection of our duty ;— 
and this Grace, or favour, we are 
taught to conſider as vuuchſafed to us 
by the Holy Spirit. And without 


doubt, nothing can be more weak 
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chan to. _ ſuppoſe we. can, be well 
 paling ta Cod wihows big aflifance, 

when iq fk vr cannge. be ap, all 
without, Him. But for the obtaining 
this aſſiſtance, the leaſt that can, be 
done on our part, is to offer u p 5 
prayers and ſupplications to Him. 
Nor is there any duty which CRHRISsTC 
has recommended to us. with, greater 
earneſtneſs, than that of Prayer. He 
 fays that we muſt pray always, and 

not relax, nor be faint-hearted, Aſk 
* and it ſhall- be given you; ſeek and 
« ye ſhall find: knock and it ſhall he 
| 0 opened. unto You,” He himſelf 
ao has given, us a model for Prayer ; 3 
Which from him is therefore called the 
Lord's Prayer. And concerning this 
it may be proper to remark, that it is 
believed. to have been wholly taken 
out of. the Jewiſh lirurgies, excepting 
only theſe words, as we 9 | 
3 chem that treſpaſs againſt us. 
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From whence alſo we 'may obſerve 
how fat our Saviour was from affecting 
novelty, or deſpiſing any thing, be- 
cauſe it was a Form be in uſe 
and . | 
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g SECTION XII. 
| _— 


o the STATE of the FAITHFUL 
in this W OR LD. 


W Ac Jzsvs CarisT diſcovers to us 


that ſtate of perfection, to which God 


bas called us in this life, he likewiſe 
 ſhews us what will be its reward. 


We'muſt not fix our hopes upon the 
earth, as the carnal Jews did. We 
muſt not heap up here below treaſures 
that periſh, but lay up treaſure in 
heaven. Woe unto the rich, for they 
have received their conſolation. Woe 


1 us 1 


unto thoſe that laugh now, 4 to thoſe 
who receive the applauſe of men. 
Strive, ſays he, to enter in at the ſtrait 
gate : for there are two gates and two 
| ways; one broad, which leadeth to 
deſtruction, and many there are who 
go that way 3 another ſtrait, which 
| kadeth to life, and few there be that 
find it. In order to follow Tesvs 
Cnnxtsr in this ſtrait way, we muſt 
forſake all and take up our croſs; 
ſubmit readily to whatever afflictions 
God lays upon us. And as for thoſe 
who would ſeparate us from him, who 
would looſen'our atrachment to him, 

we muſt (in comparifon of Him) 


hate them, whoſoever they be; friends, 


or relations, father, or mother, hoſt 
band or wiſe, We muſt cut off our | 
right hand, if it cauſes us to offend, / 


and pluck out our right eye; that is, 

ve muſt forcibly deprive” ourſelves of 

that which is moſt dear to us, if by 
n 2 
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as we are hindered * being made 
true followers of Jrsvs CHRIST; in 
| thort, we muſt for his ſake hare our- 
elves, that is, love ourſelves 4s than 
| him, and in obedience to his precepts 

carefully diveſt our hearts of every 

| Ipecies of Telf-deception, and klf-love. 
Jzsvs Cnkisr allo declared, that his 
kingdom was not of this world, He 
foretold to his diſciples, chat he ſhould 
be rejected by the. Jews, and delivered 
up do the Gentiles to be ſcourged, 
N mocked, and rac, oh * he 


receive better treatment than himſelf; 
but that they would \he peiſecuted, 
draggedbefore judges, and condemned 
as, criminals ; and that men vould 
think-they did God ſervice in putting 
them to death. But fear not,” added 
he fu qt eye rt 
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M 1 body and ſoul into 
« hell: yea, I ſay unto you, fear him. 
« He that will perſevere to the end 
t ſhall be ſaved. Whoſoever ſhall 
« deny me before men, him will 1 
« deny before my father ; and whoſo- 
, eyer ſhall conſeſs me, him will 1 
« alſo confeſs, before my Father, 
py * which k i heaven,” 


- SECTION xm. 

Of he LIFE of aber O RED du. 
Irsps crrisT forced to his 
_ diſciples, that Jeruſalem ſhould be 
deſtrayed in their time by the moſt 
world ; that the temple ſhould be 
demolifhed, fo that one ſtone ſhould 


not be Jef; upon another; that the 
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goſpel ſhould be preached through all 
the earth; that afterwards, the world 


itſelf ſhould end, and that then. he 
would come as the Judge « of all man- 


Find. But he did not tell them the 


time of the end of the world and 
of his ſecond coming, and he united 
what he faid to them upon that head, 
With his predictions of the deſtruction 
of Feruſalem. . It is therefore upon 

the future life, that Jesvs Chalsr 
has ordered us to place our hopes. 
He confirmed the belief of the im- 
mortality of the foul and the reſurrec- 
tion, and put to ſilence the Sadductes. 
« He that (in compariſon 'of the 
« goſpel, maketh light of, or as it is 
ec written), bateth his life in this 
« world, ſhall keep i it unto life eternal. 
% This is the will of him that ſent 
« me, that every one who ſeeth the 
« Son, and believeth on him, may 
ef hayceverlaſting life: and I will raiſe 
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him up at the laſt day.” And 
again: „The hour is coming, in 
« the which all that are in the grave, 
ie ſhall hear his voice; and ſhall 
te come forth; - they that have done 
good, unto the reſurrection of life, 
* and they that that have done evil, 
« unto the refurrection of damnatron.” 
Such then' will be the final ſtate of all 
' mankind. On the one hand eternal 
life, reſt, joy, a banquet, a wedding, 
a kingdom, heaven; (for Jzsvs 
CanisT gives it all theſe names, to 
accommodate himſelf to the ideas of 
happineſs, which we have in this life); 
On the other hand will be hell, eternal 
fire, extreme darkneſs, everlaſting 
death, weepings and gnaſhings of 
teeth: the worm that gnaws them will 
never die ; by which is meant perpetual 
remorſe and-the continual reproaches 
of evil conſcience. Eternal life, as he 
informs vs, vill be to fee Gods en 
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goſpel ſhould be preached through all 
the earth; that afterwards, the world 
itſelf ſhould end, and that then he 
would come as the judge of all man- 
kind. But he did not tell them the 
time of the end of the world and 
of his ſecond coming, and he united 
what he ſaid to them upon that head, 
with his predictions of the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem. It is therefore upon 
tte future life, that Jzsvs Caarsr 
has ordered us to place our hopes, 
He confirmed the belief of the im- 
mortality of the Toul and the reſurrec- 
tion, and put to filence the Sadductes. 
« He that (in compariſon 'of the 
« goſpel, maketh light of, or as it is 
« written), bateth his life in this 
et world, ſhall keep i it unto life eternal. 
This is the will of him that ſent 
« me, that every one who ſeeth the 
tc Son, and believeth on him, may 
« hayceverlaſting life: and I will raiſe 
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% him up at the laſt day.” And 
again: „The hour is coming, in 
« the which all that are in the grave, 
c ſhall hear his voice; and ſhall 
ce come forth ;—they that have done 
« good, unto the reſurrection of life, 
ic and they that that have done evil, 
« unto the reſurrection of damnation.” 
Such then will be the final ſtate of all 
mankind. On the one hand eternal 
life, reſt, joy, a banquet, a wedding, 
a kingdom, heaven; (for Jzsvs 
CarisT gives it all theſe names, to 
accommodate himſelf to the ideas of 
happineſs, which we have in this life); 
On the other hand will be hell, eternal 
fire, extreme darkneſs, everlaſting 
death, weepings and gnaſhings of 
teeth: the worm that gnaws them will 
never die; by which is meant perpetual 
remorſe and the continual reproaches 
of evil conſcience. Eternal life, as he 
informs us, will be to ſee God; to be 


150 J 
witk Jssus Cukts r and to behold 
foundation, of the world; to be One 
with Jzsus CHRIS, and by him to be 
united in Gad with perfoct charity, — | 
This, with what. has beep, delivered 
in the four preceding Sections, may 
be conſidered: as à brief: account of 

the doctrines of Ins us CMAS. Not 
dut there are alſo, other particulars 
ſuggeſted to us, for the performance 
of his law with the greater eaſe, and 
more of the nature of advice, or 
counſe], or exhortation, and admony- 
tion, than of poſitive and direct com- 
mand: as when he counſels. thoſe who 
undue attachment to this world's 
goods, to ſell all that they have; and 
give ĩt to the poor, and follow him in 


- Poverty, truſting to a reward in heaven. 


Other inſtances of the ſame kind 
alſo might be added. 


SECTION XIV. 


* 


— : | 
Of the ENEMIES of FESUS CHRIST: 


J ESUS CHRIST delivering this 
doctrine, and confirming it by the 
perfection of his life, and by his mira- 
culous deeds, became odious to the 
world; that is to fay, to corrupt 
men, to whom he diſcovered the 
truth, which condemned them. They 
loved darkneſs rather - than light, 
| becauſe their deeds were evil. They 
judged of him according to appear- 
ances, and deſpiſed him as a Galilean, 
of Nazareth, the Son of the carpenter. 
The ſelfiſh Jews ſeeing him ſo poor, 
plain, humble, and meek, could not 
believe that He was to be that great 
King, the fon of David, who was to 


62 
deliver them from their enemies, and 
to reduce all nations under his ſubjec- 
tion. Thoſe who hated him the moſt, 
were the Scribes or Doctors, the 
Phariſees, the Prieſts, and Senators 
who governed the people. They were 
envious of the reputation which he 
gained, and were irritated at the 
reproaches which he caſt upon them. 
The Doctors could not bear that he 
ſhould diſcover their ignorance to the 
people, and the contempt which they 
put upon the law of God, in order to 
ſupport their own traditions. He 
publiſhed. to the world the hypocriſy 
pride and avarice of the Phariſees. 
They all hated him, becauſe he fore- 
told the deſtruction of their temple 
and city ; which they conſidered as a 
place to which the true religion was 
confined, and which was never to be 
deſtroyed. In the mean time they 
had nothing to lay to his charge: and 
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he expoſtulated with them publickly, 
ſaying, © which of you convinceth 


« me of ſin?”—though his whole. 
life was expoſed to the view of all it 


world. However, they raiſed cla- 
mours againſt him for curing fick 
people on the ſabbath-day, and for 
ſaying that he was the Son of God, 
and that he came from heaven; though 
he did not ſpeak to them in his own 
name, but in the name of God; 
though he ſought nothing but the 
glory of God ; and though the mira- 
cles which he performed were an 
infallible proof of his doctrine, and of 
the accompliſhment of the prophecies 
in which the Meſſiah was promiſed 
to them. His enemies, though they 


were reſolved to deſtroy him, could 


not yet execute their deſign, till his 
hour was come; that is, till the time 
of his ſuffering, as foretold by the 
ancient prophets, was accompliſhed. 
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In the mean while he withdrew him- 
ſelf ſeveral times; and one day in 
particular when they were juſt ready 
to ſeize him, and had actually taken 
up ſtones to caſt at him, Jeſus ſeeing 
there was no way to avoid their rage 
by common means, rendered himſelf 
inviſible; or at leaſt miraculouſly ſo 
ordered matters that they could not 
ſee or know him, and fo paſſed by 
and eſcaped them. Still” however, 
they were eager to deſtroy him, when 
they ſaw that.his miracles made all the 
world to follow him, and that upon his 
coming to Jeruſalem to celebrate the 
paſſover, the people had paid him 
great honours, and conducted him 
in a triumphant manner into the city. 
For they marched in crowds before 
him, carrying branches of palm- trees 
in token of joy, and crying © Hgſanna 
« to the Son of David; bleſſed is he 
« that cometh in the name of the 


| 1s 1 
« Lord.” This was publickly ac» 
knowledging him for the Meſſiah, 
His enemies could not endure. all this; 
they called a council, reſolved to take 
him by: ſubtilty, and gained over to 
their ſide Judas Iſcariot, one of the 
twelve Apoſtles, who promiſed to 
deliver up his maſter to them for thirty 
pieces of ſilver ; that is, for about three 
pounds eight ſhillings of our money ; 
being the loweſt price that could be 
offered far the meaneſt ſlave. 


SECTION XV. 


— ͤ— 


r LORD's LAST SUPPER. 


Tur time of the Paſſover being 
come, Jzsvs went to ſupper with his 
diſciples, at the place which they had 
prepared by his direction: and there 
they eat the lamb according to cuſtom. 
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After ſupper he aroſe from the table, 


and waſhed all their feet; ſetting 


them an example of humility, in 
ſerving one another; and that he might 
complete their purification. He then 
came to the table again, and there 
ſolemnly taking bread into his hands, 
he bleſſed it, and brake it, and diſtri- 
buted it to the diſciples, ſaying, 
« Take, eat, this is my body which 
« is given for you; do this in remem- 
d brance of Me.” In like manner 
he took the cup with the wine in it, 
and bleſſed it, and gave it to them, 
faying, Drink ye all of this; for this 
« is my blood, of the new teſtament, 
ce which is ſhed for you and for many, 
« for the remiſſion of ſins.” Thus 
did Jesvs inſtitute the holy facrifice 
and Sacrament of his body and blood, 
under the ſymbols of bread and wine, 
in commemoration of his body, which 
was ſhortly to be broken (like that 


1 
bread) upon the croſs; and of his 
blood, which (as that wine had been 
poured out) was ſhortly to be _ 
thereon, 5 


Afterwards Jzsvs talked for ſome 
time with his Apoſtles, whom he was 
to fee no more to the time of his 
death. - He foretold to them, that 
they would all forſake him; and td 
Peter in particular, that he would 
deny him three ſeveral times. To 
comfort: them however, under the 
ſorrow. which overwhelmed them on 
account of their being deprived of 
him, he promiſed to ſend the HoLy 
GrosT to them in a ſhort time, who 
would. enable them to underſtand. all 
that he had taught {them : and he 
recommended to them above all 
things, as a token of their being his 
diſciples, to love one another. He 
aſterwards went with them out of the 

o 2 
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city, and walked to the mount of Olives 
to a garden, where he was accuſtomed 
to perform his devotions. 


” 
— — 


SECTION XVI. 
Of the PASSION of FESUS CHRIST. 


Warn Jesvs CarrsT was in 
che garden upon the mount of Olives, 
what he was about to ſuffer preſented 

itſelf before him; and as he permitted 
his human nature to act after its own 
emotions, he was ſeized with extreme 

d read and ſorrow, and fell upon his 
face, ſweating, as it were, great drops 
of blood, with which the ground was 
moiſtened. He prayed thrice to his 
Father that that cup, meaning his 
ſufferings, might paſs from him, but 

with reſignation he ſubjoined, © Never-. 
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ec the leſs, not my will, but thine be 
« done.” In the mean while, Judas 
brought into the garden a great com- 
pany of armed men, who were ſent 
by the chief prieſts and rulers, They 
took Jzsvs, bound him, and carried 
him to the houſe of Caiapbas the 
high-prieſt. Jz$vs ſhewed by ſeveral 
miracles, that they could not have 
taken him, if it had not been with Eis 
own conſent. All his diſciples forſook 
him and fled. He anſwered nothing 
to ſeveral falſe witneſſes, who were 
produced againſt him, nor to the 
queſtions of the high · prĩeſt, except 
when he aſked him with much au- 
thority whether he was the Curisr 
declared publicly, that be was: 
which anſwer they looked upon as 
highly blaſphemous; declared that 
Jesus was worthy of death; and 
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| inſolent attendants, who treated him 
with much inhumanity, giving him 
blows upon his face, and ludicrouſſy 
demanding who it -was that ſtruck 
him. The next day they carried him 
to Pontius Pilate, the governor of 
Judea under Tiberius; telling him, 
that they had brought before him a 
ſeditious perſon, who had ſtirred up all 
the people to rebellion, ſaid that he 
was a king himſelf, and forbade them 
to pay tribute to the emperor ; though 
in reality he taught the direct contrary. 
Jrsus kept ſilence likewiſe before 
Pilate, who not ſeeing any proofs 
againſt him, endeavoured many ways 
that he might not paſs ſentence upon 


dim. Having learned that he Was a 


Galilean, he ſent him to Herod Antipas 
the ſon of old Herod, who was the 
.  eetrarch of Galilee, and had a great 
curioſity to ſee him, hoping that he 
would work ſome miracle in his 
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preſence. But Jesvs ſaid not a word 
there. Pilate being ſtill deſirous to 
ſave Jesus, availed himſelf of the 
cuſtom of the governor's releaſing a 
priſoner at the feaſt of the paſſover: but 
the Jerws choſe rather, that he ſhould 
releaſe Barabbas, who was a robber 


and a murderer. At laſt being willing 
do ſatisfy them, without putting: Jesvs 
to death, he had him ſcourged; and 
then delivered him to his ſoldiers, who 
put a crown of thorns upon his head, 
covered him with an old purple robe, 
and gave him a reed to hold in his 
hand inſtead of a ſceptre. When he 
was thus decked out, they approached 
him with mock-reverence as if He 
were a king, gave him blows upon 
the head, and nnn ſpate 
* ** face | M 
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- SECTION xviI. 


Of the CRUC IFIXION and DEATH 
Ess CHRIST. 


Fr Ark then ſhewed Jesvs to the 
Jews, wearing the crown of thorns 
and the purple robe; but ſo far were 
they from having any compaſſion upon 
him, that they. demanded with loud 
cries that he ſhould be crucified, 
threatening . even Pilate with the 
Emperor's diſpleaſure, if he ſuffered 
a man to live who called himſelf a 
king. Pilate at laſt conſented that he 
ſhould be crucified, but waſhed his 
hands, proteſting that he was innocent 
of his death. | But all the people an- 
fwered let his blood,” that is to fay, 
the vengeance of his death, be upon 
_  « us and upon our children.“ Jesvs 
| therefore was carried, loaded with his 
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croſs, to be executed with two thieves 
at a place called Golgotha or Calvary, 
which was a ſmall eminence out of 
Jeruſalem. Crucifixion was the moſt 
infamous puniſhment, that was then 
in uſe: no perſons were condemned to 


it but thoſe of the very loweſt order, 


and they only for the greateſt crimes, 
ſuch as robbery or murder Jesvs 
was crucified betwixt two thieves ; his 
feet and hands were pierced ; the 
ſoldiers parted his garments, and caſt 
lots who ſhould have his coat: but he 
prayed'to God for thoſe who put him 
to death. The prieſts and ſenators 
came to him, and reproached him, 
telling him to come down from the 
croſs and ſave himſelf, if he was the 
CnrisT, the king of Fael, and the 
Son of God, as he ſaid he was. 
They offered him gall and vinegar, 
when he was thirſty. All this had 
been foretold by J/aiab and David: 
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and when all the ſcriptures were 
accompliſhed, Jesvs ſaid, it 
« finiſhed,” and gave up the ghoſt, 
after having hung three hours upon the 
croſs. Then was the ſun darkened, 
the earth ſhook, the graves were 
opened, and ſeveral dead bodies aroſe. 
The veil, which ſeparated the ſanc- 
tuary frem the reſt of the temple, was 
torn in two from the top to the bottom; 
to ſhew, that the myſteries of the old 
law were now unveiled, and that 
Jesvs CHRIS had by his death opened 
heaven to all men; of which the 
ſanctuary was the emblem and repre- 
ſentation. Jesvs died on a Friday, at 
the hour when the paſchal lamb was 
ſlain; and his death was the immola- 
tion or ſlaying of the true ſacrifice; 
of which, the ſacrifice of the paſſover, 
as well as all the facrifices under the 
law, and all others that had been 
offered to God from the beginning of 


Ch 
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the world, were only types and figures; 
and from which alone they derived all 
their efficacy. In order to ſee if he 
were dead, a ſoldier pierced his ſide 
with a lance, and there came out of 
the 'wound blood and water, His 


body was taken down from the croſs, 


and buried by Nicodemus and Yoſeph 
of Arimathea, who were of the num- 
ber of his Diſciples. They embalmed 
it according to the cuſtom of the 


Jews, and laid it in a new ſepulchre, 


which 7oſeph had cauſed to be made, 
and which was near mount Calvary. 


But this ſacred body, though dead, 


underwent no corruption; it was 
ſtill the holy one of the Lord, and 
the body of the Sow of Gop. The 
P:iefts and Phariſees calling to remem- 
brance that he had promiſed to riſe 
again, ſet guards before the ſepulchre, 
and ſeakd up the door of it. 


P 
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SECTION XVII. 


Of the RESURRECTION and ASCENSION 
of NEU CHRIST. 


Ixsus CHRIST continued in the 
ſtate of burial from the Friday after- 

hoon, all the Saturday. On Sunday, 
which was the third day after his 
death, before the ſun appeared, there 
was a great earthquake, and Jzsvs 
aroſe, ſurrounded with glory. An 
angel deſcended from heaven, took 
away the ſtone which. cloſed the 
ſepulchre, and ſat upon it; his coun- 
tenance was like lightning, and his 
raiment white as ſnow. The guards 
were ſo much terrified, that they 
became as dead men ; and ſome holy 
women, who came to embalm the body 
of Jesvs again, which the ſhort ſpace 
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before the ſabbath had not permitted 
them to do campletely, were much 
ſurpriſed to find the ſepulchre open, 


and to ſee an angel there, who ſaid to 


them, © ye ſeek Jesus who was cru- | 


« cified ; he is riſen; he is not here : 
« go your way, tell his diſciples and 


« Peter to go into Galilet; there ſhall 


« ye ſee him, as he ſaid unto you.” 
The Apoſtles paid no great regard to 
the account which theſe women gave, 
and would not believe that he was 
riſen again, till they had ſeen him 


with their eyes, and touched him with 


their hands; had themſelves ſpoken to 


him, and eaten with him. He appeared 


ſeveral times during the ſpace of forty 
days, and ſhewed himſelf once openly 
to more than five hundred perſons 
together. All this time he gave them 
various inſtructions; he opened their 


minds that they might underſtand the- 
ſcriptures ; he faid to them, breathing 
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on them at the ſame time, Receive 
« ye the HoLy Gnos r; whoſe · ſoever 


4 ſins ye remit, they are remitted unto 


* them; and whoſe-ſoever ſins ye 


.« retain, they are retained.” And 


again, „All power is given unto me 
« in heaven and in earth, Go ye 


into all the world, and preach the 


e goſpel to every creature ;” not only 
to the Jews, but alſo to the Samaritans 
and Gentiles : © Make diſciples of all 


« nations, baptizing them in the name 


ce of the FATHER, and of the Son, and 


« of the Hol v Gnosr, teaching them 


« to obſerye all things whatſoever I 
« have commanded you. He that 
. believeth and is baptized, ſhall be 
« ſaved; but he that believeth not, 
d ſhall be condemned. They who 
« believe, ſhall work all kinds of 
« miracles; and lo, 1 am with you 
« alway even unto the end of the 
« world.” Laſtly, he commanded 
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them to continue at Jeruſalem, till 
they ſhould receive from on high the 
power of the HoLy Gnosr, which he 
aſſured them they ſhould receive in a 
few days. The laſt time that he 
appeared to them, was upon the 
mount of Olives; where, after having 
ſpoken to them, he lifted up his hands, 
and bleſſed them, and aſcended into 
heaven before their eyes. A cloud 
reteived him out of their ſight ; and 
two angels, in the form of men, 
cloathed in white apparel, told them, 
that he ſhould one day come again in 
the ſame manner, in which they had 
ſeen him go into heaven. 


The Diſciples returned to Jeriſalem 
with great joy, and were devoted to 
prayer and ſupplication.— Then did 
Issus CurisT take poſſeſſion of his 
kingdom, where he is ſet down at the 
right hand of God, the Father Al- 
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mighty. And in that ſtate of exalta- 
tion will he continue till he ſhall come 
again at the end of the world, to 
judge the quick and the dead ; when 
all things ſhall be put into ſubjection 
under him, and the entire purpoſes of 
God, reſpeAing Man, be fully and 
finally accompliſhed. 


SECTION XIX. 
f c— 

Of the DESCENT of the HOLY 

GHOST. 
AFTER the aſtenflon of Jzsvs 
Cuxkisr, the diſciples being met 
together to about the number of one 
hundred and twenty, St. Peter pro- 
poſed to them to chooſe one from 
among them, to fill up the place of 
- Judas, who after having betrayed his 
maſter, in deſpair had hanged himſelf. 
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The lot fell upon Matibias, and he was 
numbered with the eleven Apoſtles. 
The day of Pentecoſt being come, 
they were all aſſembled together in one 
place. On a ſudden there eame from 
heaven a great ſound, as of a ruſhing 

mighty wind, which filled all the 
houſe where they were ſitting; and 
there appeared unto them cloven 
tongues like as of fire, which ſat upon 
each of them. — Then were they all 
filled with the Hor. v Seirir, and be- 
gan to ſpeak divers tongues, unknown 
to them before, in which they pub- 
liſhed the wonderful works of God, 
Pentecoſt was the fifticth day after the 
Paſſover ; the day on which the Law 
was given in the wilderneſs, and one 
of the great feſtivals appointed in that 
Law. There were Jews aſſembled 
from all the countries of the world, 
at Jeruſalem, to celebrate this feaſt ; 
and the report of ſo very extraordi- 
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nary an event, the viſible deſcent of the 
Holy GnosT, drewa great multitude 
of them together. And extremely 
ſurpriſed they were to hear the diſciples, 
whom they knew to be all Galileans, 
ſpeak to them each in his own native 
tongue. Then St. Peter appeared with 
the other Apoſtles, and gave the 
people an account of this miracle, 
explaining to them the prophecies, 
and declaring that Jzsvs whom they 
had crucified was riſen again, and had 
ſent the Hol v GaosT according to his 
promiſe ; and that it was He who was 
the Lon p and the CRI T. Many were 
touched by his diſcourſe, and aſked 
St. Peter and the reſt of the Apoſtles, 
what they muſt do: to whom St. 
Peter anſwered, © Repent, and be 
« baptized every one of you in the 
« name of Jzsvs Carisr, for the 
« remiſſion of fins; and ye ſhall 
ce receive the HoLy GHOST.“ Three 
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thouſand were baptized at this time 
and at another five thouſand ; occa- 
ſioned by St. Jobn and St. Peter's curing 
a cripple in the temple. Thus was the 
new Law publiſhed, upon the ſame 
day on which the commemoration of 
the giving of the old Law was ccle- 
brated, and on which the firſt fruits 
were offered to God. The Apoſtles 
and others, who had received the Hol v 
Gos r, found themſclves now in quite 
an altered fituation ; they were filled 
with the love of God, fo that they 
were ready to execute his commands 
with gladneſs; they perfe&tly, under- 
ſtood the Sci iptures and the words of 
Jesus CHRIST ; and perceived that his 
kingdom was altogether heavenly and 
ſpiritual ; and laſtly, they felt them- 
ſelves inſpired with wonderful ſtrength 
and firmneſs which enabled them to 
look with equal contempt upon all the 
good things, or, the misfortunes, of 
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this life, not excepting death itſelf; 
and boldly to bear witneſs to the 
truth, m defiance of all oppoſition, 
and human efforts to the contrary. 


SECTION XX. 


Of the CHURCH of JERUSALEM. 


In « little time, a great multitude 
of the Jews at Jerufalem believed in 
Iesus CurrsrT. They lived in per- 
feet union among themſelves, having 
as it were one heart and ſoul; agreeably 
to what Jesvs CHRIS had aid, that all 


the world ſhould know his diſciples 
by the love which they ſhould bear 


each other, They carefully attended 
the inſtructions of the Apoſtles, and 


followed them exactly and conſtantly ; 
they went every day to the Temple, and 


there joined together in prayer: they 
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met alſo frequently in private houſes, 
to partake in the Communion of the 
body and blood of Jesus Carisr ; 
and afterwards they eat their own meat 
with gladneſs and ſingleneſs of heart. 
As they knew that Jeruſalem was 
ſhortly to be deſtroyed, and moreover, 
as they expected no eſtabliſhment on 
earth, aſpired after nothing but the 
heavenly kingdom of Jesvs Carrsr 
they deſpiſed riches, and all temporal 
advantages. They had all things in 
common; and thoſe who poſſeſſed 
eſtates, ſold them, and laid the price 
of them at the feet of the Apoſtles ; 
who diſtributed to every one according 
as there was need. This firſt Church 
at Jeruſalem muſt be conſidered as 
the moſt perfe& that ever was upon 
earth; and it has accordingly been 
looked on as the moſt excellent pattern 
and example. The number of the 
faithful increaſing, the Apoſtles thought 
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proper to relieve themſelves by ap- 
pointing certain officers, whom they 
named Deacons, that is to ſay, Miniſ- 
ters or Servants. They ordained ſeven, 
after they had been choſen by the 
whole aſſembly of the Church, and 
appointed them to * ſerve the tables; 
firſt, the holy table; that is, to diſtri- 
bute the bleſſed ſacrament of the 
Lord's Supper; then the common 
table; that is, to take care of every thing 
that was neceſſary for the ſupport of the 
faithful, and in general, of the tem- 
poral goods of the Church. The 
Apoſtles being thus relieved from the 
diſcharge of thoſe concerns, applied 
themſelves. now with unremitted in- 
dultry .to prayer and to the miniſtry 
of the Word. | 


SECTION XXI, 


Of the PERSECUTION of the FEWS, and 
the CONVERSION of the SAMARITANS. 


TE worldly- minded Jews could 
not reliſh the doctrine of the Goſpel: 
above all, the Sadducees ; who be- 
heved neither the reſurrection, nor 
the immortality of the ſoul, and 
whoſe party was the moſt powerful; 
for even the high-prieſt was of that 
ſect. As ſoon as the Apoſtles began 
to preach, thoſe among the Jews who 
were of the greateſt authority, forbade 
them with threatenings to ſpeak of 
Jesvs CnrrsT: afterwards they put 
them in priſon, from whence an angel 
delivered them ; and then having laid 
hold on them again, they had them 
A 
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ſcourged.— The Apoſtles rejoiced at 
the honour of ſuffering ſhame for 
the name of Jxsus CurisT, and 
| boldly faid to them, Whether it be 
« right in the ſight of God, to obey 
« you rather than God, judge ye: 
e for we cannot but ſpeak the things 
e which we have ſeen and heard; that 
ee this Jesvs, whom ye crucified, is 
« riſen, and that it is in his name that 
« we work miracles.“ St. Stephen, 
the firſt of the ſeven deacons, wrought 
great ſigns and wonders among the peo- 
ple, and ſharply reproached the Jews 
for their perverſeneſs and hardneſs of 
heart; proving to them, that true 
religion was not confined either to 
their temple or city, They condemned 
him, as having ſpoken againſt the 
holy place, and ſtoned him. He was 
therefore the firſt Martyr; that is, the 
firſt who died for the /e/1mony of the 
Goſpel; for Martyr ſignifies a Witneſs. 
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Upon this occaſion, there aroſe a 
great perſecution againſt the church of 


Jeruſalem; ſo that all the diſciples 
were dif] perſed throughout Judea and 
Samaria, except the Apoſtles. He 
who was the moſt enraged againſt 
them was a young man named Saul, 
of the ſect of the Phariſees, and well 
ſkilled in the learning of the Jews. 
He entered into the people's houſes, 
and dragging away men and women 
by force, pur them in priſon. He 
breathed out nothing but threatenings 
and laughter; and got a commiſſion 
from the high-prieſt to go and ſearch 
for them as far as Damaſcus, When 
he was near that place, at noon-day 
| ke faw an extraordinary light, which 
blinded him, and made him fall to 
the earth; and heard a voice, which 
faid to him: * Saul, Saul, why per- 
&« ſecuteſt thou me? I am Jevvs ; ĩt ĩs 
© in vain for thee to reſiſt me,” Saul 
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replied, Lord, what wouldeſt thou 


have me do?” Then the Lord cauſed 


Auanias an holy man ta come to him, 
| who baptized. him, and reſtored him 
ta his ſight, —Caw/'began- immediately 
to preach the goſpel with great zeal. 
He is better known by the name of 
Faul, which he took aſterwards; and 
is reckoned among the Apoſtles of the 
firſt order, having been called to be 
an Apoſtle and inſtructed by Paus 
CarsT himſelf; 1 


in de wen while, St. Phil ue 
deacon, went. to Samaria, where many 
were converted, and received baptiſm; 
_ which when the Apoſtles, who lived at 
Jeruſalem; heard af, they ſent St. 
Peter and St. Jahn to them, to confirm 
them and make them perfect in che 
faith, Theſe prayed over them, and 
laid their hands upon them; and the new 
diſciples reecixved the Hor Y Gros, 


- 
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that is to ſay, a more plentiful ſhare 
of divine grace and the gift of miracles. 
Among thoſe who were baptized at 
Samaria, there was a magician named 
Simon, who ſeeing that the Hol r 
Gnosr was given by impoſi ion 
of the Apoſtles hands, offered them 
money to beſtow upon him the ſame 
power: but St. Peter faid to him, 
« Thy money periſh with thee, be- 
« cauſe thou haſt thought, that the 
« oft of God may be purchaſed with 
% money.“ Since that time, the 
name of Siem hat been giren to the 
crime of thoſe perſons who traffic in 
ſpiritual concerns, .that is, who buy 
or {ell ſpiritual gifts, or preferments, 
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of the CONVERSION of 1. 
SENTILES. | 


| 8 OM E time after, the Gentiles 
likewiſe began to come into the 
church. There was a Roman Captain; 
named Cornelius ; who though à Gen- 
tile, acknowledged notwithſtanding 
that there was but one God, and made 
it the buſineſs of his life to fear and 


ſerve him, praying to him continually, 
and diſpoſing of much money for 
charitable uſes. An angel came from 
God to tell him that his prayers were 
heard, and that he ſhould ſend for 
Peter to know from him what he 
ought to do. St. Peter on his part 
had a viſion, which taught him, that 
no creature was unclean or impure, 
and the Spirit of God ordered him to 
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go with thoſe whom Cornelius had ſent, 
All this was neceſſary to overcome 
the averſion, which St. Peter, like 
all the other Jews, had to the Gentiles, 
and to bring him to a reſolution of 
converſing with them. When he was 
come to the houſe of Cornelius, he 
found him with many of his relations 
and friends,, who were aſſembled 
together; and as he began to inſtruct 
them, they received the Hol v GHosr, 
and publiſhed the praiſes of God, 
ſpeaking with tongues: inſomuch that 
St. Peter cauſed the baptiſm of water 
to be immediately adminiſtered to 
them, ſeeing they had already received 
the divine grace. The Apoſtles and 
others of the faithful were offended at 
firſt, when they heard that St. Peter 
had gone to men uncircumciſed, and 
had eaten with them: but when he 
informed them how the affair hap- 
pened, they were fatisfied, and faid 
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with aſtoniſhment; Then hath God 
« alſo to the Gentiles granted repen- 
e tance unto life. Experience made 
them now comprehend the myſtery of 


the call bf: the Gentiles, which was 


mentioned in .the ' Scriptures, and 
which St. Paul has explained more 
fully than any of the ſacred writers, 
as he was principally the Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles. He teaches us, that the 
true [frasites and children of God are 
not only the children of Abraham 
according to the fleſh, but the chil- 
dren of the promiſe and the followers 
of the true faith; thoſe, on whom 
God beſtowed his grace out of his 
pure mercy, and whom he calls, not 
only from among the Jews, but alſo 
from among the Gentiles. From 
whence it follows, that circumciſion 
is now of no avail; ſince the covenant 
of God is no longer confined to a 
certain race, but that all nations are 
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admitted into it by ſpiritual regenera- 
tion, The calling of the Gentiles 
cauſes thoſe, who were not the people 
of Gad, to become his people ; while 
thoſe, who were his people,, are moſt 
of them rejected becauſe of their 
unbelief. Their fall. is the ſalvation 
of the Gentiles, who are called in 
their room, and incorporated into the 
true Mael. The Jews who believed 
the Goſpel, and are ſaved by their 
faith, are the root and ſtock which 
bears the whole church, and into 
which the Gentiles are ingrafted, like 
the branches of a vid abve-tree into 
a good one that has been eultivated, 
In the mean time, the obſtinate Jaws 
were zejeQed,. till all thoſe who by 
Gad's grace ſhall be fa ved from among 
the Gentiles, ae, enmred into the 
church: for we are taught to believe 
that God will fave the remnant of the 
deus at the end of the word. When 


IN 
the Gentiles began to come into the- 


church, the Apoſtles diſperſed them- 
ſelves throughout the earth, according 
to the inſtrucl ion they had received 
from Jrsus Cnaier. They always 
addreſſed themſelves to the "Jews firſt, 
in the places where they met any; and 
upon their refuſal, they turned to the 
e. begs Se eon 


SECTION XXII 
Of h. FOUNDATION off 
BEkroxE the Apoſtles baptized 
their converts, they obliged them to 
profeſs their belief of the articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith, which were brown 
together, into a kind of ſummary or 
Hmbol, as the term itſelf informs us, 
in ſome ſuch method as the following, 
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Creed; —which ſerved as well to 
inſtruct others, as to diſtinguiſb the 
true followers of the Goſpel, from 
thoſe Jews and impoſtors, who even 
then began to corrupt the doctrine of 
Jesus CHRIST. The creed contained 
a ſummary of the whole Chriſtian 
doctrine, in theſe words, or to this 
effect. I believe in God the Father 
« Almighty, maker of heaven and 
« earth: and in Jzsvs Cukisr his 
« only Son our Lord, who was con- 
« ceived by the HoLy Grosr, born 
« of the Virgin Mary, ſuffered under 
« Pontius Filate, was crucified, dead, 
« and buried, he deſcended into Hell 
« or Hades (the place of departed 
« Souls); the third day he roſe again 
« from the dead, he aſcended into 
Heaven, and fitteth on the right 
« © hand of God the Father Almighty ; 
ce from thence he ſhall come to judge 
«* the quick and the dead; I believe 
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« in the Holy Gnosr, the holy 
< catholick church, the communion 
« of ſaints, the forgiveneſs of ſins, 
te the reſurrection of the body, and 
« and the life everlaſting. Amen.” 


Moſt of the Apoſtles preached in 
countries which lie at a great diſtance 
from us to the Eaſt and South. St. 
Fohn preached in Alia minor, chiefly 
at Epbeſus, where he dwelt, and lived 
to an extreme old age. St. Paul 
preached in Syria, Afia, Macedonia, 
and Greece; as alſo in the Weſt, and 
even at Rome: he is likewiſe by ſome 
authors thought to have planted the 
Goſpel in this our Iſland of Great- 
Britain. St. Luke, who accompanied 
him, has in the book of the 4s of 
the Apoſtles given an account of his 
travels to his arrival at Rome. But it 


was St. Peter who founded the prin- 
cipal churches; he lived at firſt in 
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Jeruſalem, where the church was 
formed upon the foundation of the 
Synagogue of the Mraelites; afterwards 
he was Biſhop of Antioch, which was 
the metropolis of Syria and of the 
Eaſt, and it was in this city that the 
diſciples of Ixsus CHRIS were firſt 
called Chriſtians, St. Peter went 
afterwards to Rome. From thence he 
ſent his diſciple St. Mark to found the 
church of Alexandria, which was the 
metropolis of Egypt and the neigh- 
bouring countries, and the ſecond city 
in the world. Thus St. Peter founded 
the three principal Churches of the 
Roman Empire, Antioch, Alexandria, 
and Rome. | 


When the Apoſtles founded churches, 
they fixed in every city a Biſhop, with 
Prieſts and Deacons. The name of 
Biſhop, that is ſteward, or over ſeer 
literally, from the Greek, Eprſcopos, 

R 
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was given to him who was appointed, 
according to the inſtitution of Jesvs 
CHrisT, to be the head of a parti- 
cular church, and to have the whole 
ſpiritual power over it. The name of 
Preſbyters or Prięſts, that is Elders, 
was given to thoſe, who, by the ſame 
inſtitution, were appointed to relieve 
the Biſhops in their moſt holy func- 
tions; and that of Deacons, or miniſ- 
ters of a lower rank, to thoſe who 
attended upon the Biſhop and Prieſts 
at divine ſervice, and took care of 
every thing belonging to the church, 
The general name of Clerks or Clergy 
was given to all the officers of the 
church ; to ſhew that they were God's 
choſen lot or portion, from the Greek 
word cleros, and that God was their 
part and inheritance, as was ſaid of the 
Levites in the old Law. The Laity 
compoſed the faithful people; fo called 
from the Greek word, Laos. 


SECTION XXIV. 


Of the DESTRUCTION of 
FERUSALEM.. 


Near tory years affer the aſcen. 
ſion of Jzsus Curr, Jeruſalem was 
deſtroyed, as he had foretold. The 
Jews rebelled againſt the Romans, 
under pretence that they were the 
people of God, who ought not to be 
ſubje& to the Gentiles. There were 
great numbers of them maſſacred in 
divers places; and at laſt Jeruſalem 
was beſieged and taken, after a long 
ſiege, by Titus the ſon of the emperor 
Veſpaſian. The famine was ſo terrible 
during this ſiege, that there was a 
mother who actually devoured her own 
child. In this fiege alone eleven 
hundred thouſand perſons periſhed. 
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The temple was burnt, and the city 
entirely deſtroyed. Thus did Heaven 
diſcharge its anger upon this unhappy 
city, which had perſecuted and put to 
death ſo many prophets, and at laſt its 
king and Gop. The Jews who had 
refuſed to acknowledge CHRIST for 
their deliverer, became ſlaves to the 
Romans, were driven out of their coun- 
try, diſperſed throughout the world, 
and reduced to that ſtate of ſervitude 
and contempt, in which they have lived 
above ſeventeen hundred years. For 
they have never been able to recover 
the poſſeſſion of their land, or to 
obtain dominion over any country in 
the world. Then was ſeen the accom- 
pliſhment of the prophecy of the 
patriarch Jacob, who had foretold fo 
long before that the ſceptre ſhould not 
depart from Judah, till he came who 
was the expeCtation of the nations. 
For, at the ſame time that the 
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ſpiritual kingdom of JEsus CHRIST 
gained ground, and extended itſelf 
over all the nations of the earth ; the 
temporal kingdom of the Jews was 
utterly overthrown, inſomuch that 
they have never ſince been re-united, 
ſo as to form a State, as they had 
always been till that time. It alſo 
appeared plainly, that the true religion 
was not confined either to a certain 
place or people, ſince God deſtroyed 
both the city and nation which he had 
choſen, after it had ſubſiſted long 
enough to be a ſenſible example of 
his providence over mankind, and to 
\ furniſh teachers for all the reſt of the 
world. In fine, the ceremonial and 
political law of the Jews was entirely 
aboliſhed : for the Teinple being 
deſtroyed,” there could no longer be 
any ſacrifices there, and all the other 
ceremonies related only to the old 
covenant, the time of which was paſt: 
R 2 
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and the political and judicial parts 
of the law were only intended for the 
ſfraelites, the inhabitants of the pro- 
miſed land. Of the old Law therefore 
Chriſtians are not obliged to obſerve 
more than what concerns the regula- 
tion of morals : and that is practicable 
at all times and in all places ; being 
the eternal law of nature, the law of 
reaſon and of good conſcience towards 
God and Man. 


— .  __r_ , 
. . 
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| SECTION xxv. 


© Of the LIVES of the APOSTLES. 


Tu E Apoſtles underwent troubles 
and ſufferings inconceivable in the 
preaching the Goſpel, They were 
always travelling and lived ſparingly, 
ſupported either by the labour of their 
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hands, or by the benevolence of others. 
They were moreover harraſſed with 
fatigues and difficulties, hunger, thirſt, 
and watching, cold, heat, and tem- 
peſts, the danger of robbers, and 
various other inconveniences attending 
journies; without reckoning the faſtings 
and other voluntary mortifications, 
which they often impoſed upon them- 
ſelves, to bring their bodies into 
ſubjection, and to ſet an example of 
temperance, ſelf- command, and for- 
bearance among the faithful. They 
were deſpiſed by the Gentiles as being 
Jews, and by the Jews as preachers 
of new doctfe. Thoſe who were 
converted, kept them in full employ- 
ment, their time being wholly oc- 
cupied in inſtructing, catechiſing, 
exhorting publickly and privately, 
adminiſtering the ſacrament, ordain- 
ing Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, 
and ſettling regulations for the new 


[ 296 ] 
churches. They either returned to 
the places where they had made con- 
verts, or ſent ſome diſciples to them, 
and wrote letters to them to confirm 
them in the faith, and to correct the 
abuſes which were creeping in among 
them. Thoſe, who rejected their 
doctrine (and theſe were always the 
greateſt number), loaded them with 
calumny. They imputed their mi- 
racles to ſorcery, and called them 
impoſtors and ſeditious fellows, who 
diſturbed the government by over- 
throwing the eſtabliſhed religion, and 
introducing novelty and ſtrange cuſ- 
toms. They carried @them before 
judges, put them in priſon and irons, 
and ſcourged them publickly : ſome- 
times the common people purſued 
them with ſhowers of ſtones. In ſhort 


every thing happened to them that 
Jzsus  CHrisT had foretold, and 


they ſaw that they were hated by all 
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the world for his name's ſake : but 
they felt alſo that courage and firm- 
neſs of ſon}, which he had promiſed 
them, and which he beſtowed upon 
the m when they received the Hol v 
GnosT, Far from yielding under ſo 
many troubles and afflictions, the 
more they ſuffered, the greater ſhare 
of conſolation and joy did they 
receive; knowing for a certainty, that 
a crown of righteouſneſs awaited 
them in heaven, and not reckoning 
the ſufferings of this life to be of any 
conſideration, in compariſon of the 
glory of the other. They all ſuffered 
martyrdom by various puniſhments, 
and courageouſly gave up their lives 
in teſtimony of the truths which they 
aſſerted,. particularly that of the refur- 
rection of. Jesvs CHRIST. St. John 
indeed may be ſaid to have ſurvived 
his martyrdom, being miraculouſly 
ſaved alive, when he was put into a 
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cauldron of boiling oil. According to 
the accounts which are moſt generally 
received of the Apoſtles! ſufferings, it 
appears that q 
I. St. Andrew was crucified ; 
2. St. Bartholomew flayed alive; 
3. St. John baniſhed, after being 
caſt into a cauldron of boiling oil; 
4, 5. Of the two St. James's, one 
was beheaded ; the brains of the 
other were daſhed out. 
6. St. Philip was ſtoned ; 
7. St. Thomas ſtabbed; 
8. St. Matthew beheaded ; 
9. St. Simon crucified ; 
10. St. Jude ſhot with arrows; 
11. St. Matthias ſtabbed; 
12. St. Peter crucified. 
13. St. Paul beheaded; 


Theſe two laſt ſuffered at Rome; 
and on the ſame day: the latter, for 
having converted to Chriſtianity the 
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miſtreſs of the Emperor. Within a 
few months after their martyrdom, the 
Fu general perſecution of the Chriſtians 
| broke out: and it is one of the honours 
of the Chriſtian Church that its firſt 


perſecutor was a NERO. 
—2—. .... 


SECTION XXVI. 


Of the PERSECUTIONS. 


'T 8 church continued to be per- 
ſecuted for three hundred years, and 


there was an immenſe number of 


martyrs. The Chriſtians did no harm 
to any one, but lived for the moſt part 
by the labour of their hands, in great 
humility, temperance, and modeſty. 
On the contrary, they did much good, 
by the alms which they beſtowed upon 
the poor, and by the curing of diſeaſes, 
and working miracles which were at 
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that time very frequent. Notwith- 
ſtanding this, all men hated them, and 
the very name of Chriſtian was looked 
on as a crime. The Heathens ſaid, 
that the Chriſtians had no God; 
becauſe they had no idols, and becauſe 
their worſhip was ſpiritual, The 
former eſteemed as great impieties all 
that the latter ſaid againſt the idolatry 
and ſuperſtition, to which the Pagans 
were accuſtomed, The. Chriſtians 
were never preſent at the ſpeCtacles 
and publick diverſions ; they avoided 
gaming, riotous banqueting, and 
revelling ; faſted often, and wore no 
fine clothes or ornaments. All this 

made them paſs for melancholy beings 
. and perſons of a ſtrange turn of mind: 
and when they talked of the reſurrec- 
tion, and of another life in which 
they expected to be made happy, the 
people thought them to be quite inſane. 
Add to this, that they imputed to 
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the Chriſtians in general ſome heinous 
crimes, which were the practices 
of divers heretics. The Pagans 
therefore were reſolved to deſtroy the 
Chriſtians : they baniſhed them, they 
threw them into priſon, they confiſ- 
cated their eſtates and property, they 
compelled them to work in mines, 
where they were kept in chains ; they 
condemned them to death. And as the 
Emperors and magiſtrates ſaw that 
they were ſo far from being afraid of 
death, that they received it with joy, 
becauſe it opened to them eternal life, 


they made uſe of the moſt cruel 


puniſhments againſt them, and in- 
vented, for this purpoſe, new ones, 
They ſtretched them upon racks, or 
hung them up with weights at their feet; 
and in this condition beat them with 
rods, tore their fleſh with iron hooks, 
and burnt their ſides with torches, 
Sometimes they roaſted them with a 
$ 
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and ſome were embowelled alive. 


flow fire; broiled them upon gridirons, 


or put them into iron frying-pans ; 
they faſtened them upon red hot metal 
beds, or in chairs of the ſame kind; 
ſome had their fates flayed, or all 


their bodies; ſome had their hands 


or feet cut off; ſome were fawn 
aſunder; ſome had their eyes or teeth 
plucked out, ſome their nails torn off, 


Others were torn in pieces by dogs, 
bears, lions, and other wild beaſts ; 
others were rubbed all over with 
honey, and then expoſed in the ſun to 
be ſtung with flies and waſps ;/ others 
were thrown into boiling oil or melted 
lead. And all this was frequently in 


ſome caſes repeated. After being tor- 


mented a long time, they were ſhut up 
in dark and loathſome priſons, which 
had been ſtrewed over with nails or 


broken glaſs. Moſt of them were at 


Jaſt beheaded |! 


SECTION xxvi. 


Of the CONFESSORS, SAINTS, 


Taz who remained alive after 
ſuffering perſecution, and who had 
continued firm to the Chriftian Faith, 
were called Confeſſors ; to ſignify that 
they had had the courage to confe/s 
the name of Jzsvs ChRrsr, before 
their judges and tormentors; and 
great honours were ever after paid 
them by the Chriſtian Church, They 
who ſuffered death were ſtyled Martyrs 
and had till greater honours allotted 
them, The remains of their bodies 
were carefully preſerved, embalmed, 
and wrapped up in the richeſt cover- 
ings, On certain days the Chriſtians 
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meet together to celebrate their memo- 


ries, and their entrance into eternal 
life. Theſe days they obſerved as 
feſtivals, like Sundays ;—and in par- 
ticular, as to theſe Holy- days, or 
folemn commemorations of our Sa- 
viour, and of thoſe who were remark- 
able for their relation to him, it may 
be obferved, with how much wiſdom 
and diſcretion the appointments were 
originally made by the Chriſtian 
Church: theſe being not firſt fixed 
upon their births or deaths, but upon 
fuch days as were noted among the 
Heathens as days of riot and idolatry ; 
eſpecially thoſe of the Sun's entrance 
into ſigns, with the equinoctial and fol- 
ſtice days: that ſo theſe pernicious ſo- 
lemnities of Heathen worſhip, and the 
remains of Heathen ſuperſtitions might 
by degrees be ſupplanted and worn off 
by the Holy and Spiritual ſolemnities 
of the Chriſtian Religion. Thus it 
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happens, that becauſe in our Saviour's 
time the ingreſs of the Sun into ſigns 
was generally on the twenty- fourth or 
twenty-fifth days of each month, we find 
in nine or ten of our months a Chriſtian 
Holy-day on, or juſt by, one of theſe 
days, even though there be commonly 
ſcarce another in the whole month. 
Thus again upon the firſt of May, 
St. Philip and St. James are comme- 
morated, becauſe the Floralia a hea- 
then and idolatrous ſolemnity was on 
the ſame day before; as alſo, to efface 
the Heathen - Saturnalia, the wiſ- 
dom of the primitive Church thought 
fit to inſtitute the memorial of our 
Saviour's birth; and ordained alſo 
that, to make it the more ſolemn, the 
death of St. Stephen the firſt Martyr, 
of St. John the beloved, and probably 
the firſt, diſciple, and of the Holy 
Innocents, the firſt who died upon our 
Saviour's account, ſhould all be com- 
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memorated upon the days immediately 
| ſucceeding, | 


At the tombs of the Martyrs the 
early Chriſtians uſed to aſſemble; to 
thank God for the ſtrength and cour- 
age, which he beſtowed upon his 
Carts, and to excite each other to 
imitate their lives, by reading their 
acts and the hiſtory of their ſufferings. 
Miraculous effects ſometimes Wy 
at the tombs of the Martyrs ; 


often at their Martyrdom ; — 
that ſeveral of the perſons preſent were 


converted, and not unfrequently the 
very executioners themſelves, and 
judges. And thus, the more the 
Chriſtians were put to death, the more 
did their numbers multiply. But 
though they were ſo numerous, that 
they might have formed great armies; 
yet they never made uſe of force to 
defend themſelves againſt thoſe who 
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treated them with ſo much inhu- 
manity. The only armour they had 
to put on, was ſuffering, ſubmitting, 
dying. There were even whole legions, 
who ſuffered themſelves to be maſſa- 
cred rather than draw their ſwords 
againſt their Prince. 


1 


SECTION XXVIII. 
— 


Of the PEACE and SETTLEMENT 
of the CHURCH, © 


Bur notwithſtanding the violent 
oppoſition made to the eſtabliſhment 
of the Chriſtian religion, it gained 
ground daily, and very ſoon made a 
ſurpriſing progreſs in the Roman 
empire In the third century, there 
were Chriſtians in the eamp, in the 
ſenate, in the palace, in ſhort, every 
where, but in the temples and the 
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theatres : they filled the towns, the 
country, the iſlands. Men and wo- 
men of all ages and conditions, and 
even thoſe of the firſt dignities em- 
braced the faith; inſomuch that the 
Pagans complained, that the revenues 
of their temples were ruined. They 
were in ſuch numbers in the empire, 
that, as Tertullian expreſſes it, were 
they to have retired into another 
country, they would haye left the 
Romans only a frightful ſolitude. 
At length, after three hundred years 
of ſufferings, God was pleaſed to 
beſtow peace upon his church in the 
reign of the Roman emperor Conſtan- 


tine, who embraced the Chriſtian 
faith.— This liberty cauſed greater 
ſolemnity to be added to the public 
prayers and aſſemblies of the faithful, 
which it had been often neceſſary to 
hold in the night and in private places, 
during the time of the perſecutions. 
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More magnificent edifices were now 
likewiſe erected, and the number of 
ornaments and facred veſſels increaſed: 
great ſums of money were given to 
the churches for the ſupport of the 
buildings, the ſupply of holy utenſils, 
and for the maintenance of the Clergy. 
The government of the church alſo was 
from thence- forward, as far as poſlible, 
arranged conformably to the govern- 
ment of the ſtate. —This is the great 
epoch, when Chriſtianity triumph- 
antly got poſſeſſion of the thrones of 
princes, and to its own native power 
obtained the additional ſupport of 
human Laws and Conſtitutions :;—in 


which ſtate, through different degrees 
of ſucceſs and ſplendour, it has ever 
ſince continued to extend itſelf amongſt 
mankind ; and we have no doubt ever 
will go on to do fo, till all that has 
been foretold ſhall be accompliſhed, 
and an univerſality be obtained con- 
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cerning it, equal to the repeated decla- 
ration of the holy Scriptures, - that 
« the whole Earth ſhall be filled with 
ec the knowledge of the Glory of the 
e Lord, as the waters cover the Sea.“ 


Dates referred to, before CHRIST. 


* * . * " . 
. n 


Caxariox of the World, 4004. 
The Deluge, 2348. 1 
The call of Abraham, 1921. | 
The death of Foſeph, 1635. | 
The departure out of Egypt, or Exodus, 1491. | 
Aofes dies; entrance into the holy _ | 
1481. 
Saul King of all Iſrael, 1095. 
Foundation of Solomon's temple, 1012. 
The defeCtion of the ten tribes, 975. 
Salmaneſar King of 'Aſſyria takes Samaria, 
and puts an end to the kingdom of Iſrael, | 
28. 1 
Iuldalen alen priſoner by Nebuchadnezzar ; | 
from whence begins the ſeventy years 
captivity, 606 
Zedekiah ſent in chains to Babylon, and 
Jeruſalem utterly deſtroyed by Nebuza- 
radan, captain of the guards to Nah- 
| 


_ 


chadnezzar ;—the end of the kingdom of 
Judah, 598. 
Cyrus, or the end of the captivity, 536. | 
Ezra the prieſt, ſent governor of Fudea, to | 
ſettle the Jewiſh commonwealth, and to | 
reform the Church at Jeruſalem, 458. 


DATES REFERRED TO, BEFORE CHRIST, 
222 . 
Nehemiah, governor of Judea, rebuilds the 

walls of Feruſalem, 456. 
The temple of mount Gerizim begun to be 
built by Manaſſeh, 408. 
Alexander the great begins his reign,” 336. 
Judas Maccabeus, and the Fews, gone 
by Antiochus, 166. | 


| ; 
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Among the ancient Patriarchs. 


Adam, created, 4004. 
Seth born, 3874. 
Enoch born, 3382. 

Noah born, 2948. 

Shem born, 2440. 
Abraham born, 1996. 8 
| Iſaac born, 1896. #24 
| Tacob born, 1837. 
| Lap born, 1756. 


Ang the Judges, after the death of 
Moſes, 0 Samuel. | 


Moſes dies, 1461. 0 


Joſhua, 1445. 
Eli, 1157. 


Samuel, 1117. 


— 


DATES REFERRED TO, BEFORE CHRIST. 


Among the Kings of all 2 


e 20096 750. 
David, 1055. 
Solomon, 1015. 


—____ 
Kings of Judah, 
From Rehoboam 975, to Zedekiah 598. 
Duration of the kingdom of Judah 377 years. 
| Kings of Ia, 
From Jeroboam 975, to Hoſea Tao ? 
Duration of the kingdom of Ifrael 245 years. 
_—_—_I—_—_—— 
Of the Prophets, 


From Jonah, who prophecied againſt Mu- 
vel, 82. 


Dates referred to, after CHRIST. 
8 "Our" It 
(N. B. Jasvs Cuzrer torn in he year of the woxld IO 


4. Do 
12 . 
in the temple. 
26 Pontius Pilate nad; governor of 2 
and Join began his preaching; 
29 "Feſus Chrift baptized by Jun, — 
on his miniſtry. 

— crucified on Friday, April 3d, 
at three in the aſternpon + riſes again 
on. Sunday the gth, and aſoends to 
beaven, Thurſday, May the 14th. 

35 St. Pad converted. 

239 St. Mitthew writes his Goſpel. 

40 The call of the Gentiles. * the 

firſt Gentile convert. 

41 The name of Chriftitns firſt n at 
Antioch. | 

44 St. Mark writes his Goſpel. | 

48 The Virgin Mary . to die this 
year. 0 


Ss St. Luke writes his Goſpel. 


„ 


DATES REFERRED To, AFTER CHRIST. 


62 St. Pan ſent in bonds to Rome; writes 
| his Epiſtles between 51 and 56. 

-;bh Acts of the Apoſtles written.—Chriſti- 
anity ſuppoſed to be introduced into 
Britain by St, Paul or Tome of his 
© Diſciples about this time. 

64 Rome ſet on fire; and burned fax days; 
aſter which began, under Nero, the 

fluſt perſecution of the Chriſtians. 

65 St. Peter and St. Pay! yk 10. death a8 
© Rome. 

70 Jeruſalem razed to the Ground, and the 

plough made to paſs over it. Phe 

Jewiſh polity put an end to, with the 

death of 1, 337,490 Jews, beſides inny- 
merable others, who periſhed through 
famine, baniſhment, and other miſeries 
dreadful beyond deſcription. 

95 The ſecond general perſecution. 
96 St. John wrote his 1 and 
Epiſtles. 

100 — of the Apoſtolic age: 
the ſame year, was the third general 

143 Various hereſies about this time. 


DATES REFERERD TO, AFTER CHRIST. 


, F . 
- * - . 


152 The Emperor Antoninus Pius ſtops the 

perſecution againſt the Chriſtians. 

162 The fourth general perſecution. 

197 The fifth; —234, the ſixth ;—249, the 
| ſeventh ;—2 57 274. 303, pracral per- 
ſecutious. | 

306 Conflantine begins his 1 reign. 

313 The tenth perſecution ends by the 
edit of Conftantine, who favours the 

Cͤhriſtians, and gives full liberty to 
their * 


16 VE 68 


